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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Draft Recovery Plan

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Draft Revised Recovery Plan for
the Red Wolf (Canis rufus)

Releases/pup fostering/translocations/ adaptive

management — ; myae TR

o Not reliant on extensive human interventions Mg* N \; @ \ Sy
v\ NN e "\-7\‘-'3\; r N e e
o Address threats Fed AN ‘,\- PORETR Ao 1 SR

Third Revision

a B June 202288

. . ::T'p,:,r:if :::’;::r ;:I:; f_e:rx:{l: ;ed wolf 1743; Alligator River NWR, March 2022

* Implement Collaborative Conservation s

o Engage stakeholders in management
o Shared understanding of goals,
roles/responsibilities, and expectations
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Draft Recovery Plan

o Update the fRP, incorporating results of PVA

* Recovery Implementation Strategy (RIS)
o Activities stepped down from recovery actions
o o Flexible
o Carrying out activities will be a collaborative
effort

Photo courtesy of Leigh Gill
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Captive Population

O Increase population*
O Controlled propagation plan*
O Husbandry Assessments

O Behavior Assessments

O Pre-release sites

 SAFE Program is more than
just breeding

Photo courtesy of Kim Wheeler

*Recovery Action in dRP
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Wild Populations

* Collaboration and community/partner
engagement

O Interagency Management Teams*
O Stakeholder involvement*
O Adaptive reintroductions*

Photo courtesy of Kirk Adams

*Recovery Action in dRP
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Communications

o Cherokee Nation Documentary

o Virtual/print resources '
: Photo courtesy of Jessica Suarez
o Meetings/phone calls

* Increasing formal participation of all

stakeholders* Francine Madden

, , : Constructive Conflict LLC
 Conservation Conflict Transformation 202-746-4421

francine@constructiveconflictllc.com

*Recovery Action in dRP
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Research

O Hybridization
O Inflammatory bowel disease

O Assisted reproductive technologies
O Inherited form of blindness

* Anticipate addition needs will be ID’d

Photo courtesy of Kirk Adams
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population (ENC RWP)
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

T
Your Input ST :
is Needed! & Meetng
R cced -
The U.S. Fish and your qugis
will fea/

Wildlife Service looks  serig
- and-#
forward to engaging ol
with you, because we  re¢
e 9
need you, and America’s g

red wolf needs you too!

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service witb
is hosting in-person and virtual w, §7
public informational meetings to e ”ee

provide information on the Red W, 4,,,
Recovery Program. L7

s A courd

Relea

- Prey for the Pack (P4P)
- Increasing community :
engagement s

i i
g OO

o O (0

o o e

. feruery
qual i
o

ol

. Directly contacted over 120
landowners/local stakeholders,
posted over 60 flyers throughout
the area, as well as posting on
numerous community websites

wops /1]
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Existing Condition

a Ul U aVve Ul d = C

collars, 8 of which are
also a GPS collar.

 Estimated total wild
population of
approximately 23 - 25
red wolves, including

pups.
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Existing Condition

o 1 necropsy results pending (9
year old male) — known health
issues

o 1 necropsy not possible (10 year
old female)




St. Vincent National Wildlife Refuge

Red Wolf Island Propagation Site

Apalachicola 7, -

SVNWR

Monitoring indicates that they may
have had a litter this spring but it
has not been confirmed
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Existing Condition

Milltail Pack on
ARNWR had a litter
for the second

consecutive year
(3F, 2M)
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

eading to the highest
likelihood of success

* Led to development and
implementation of Phase Il
Release Plan

Photo courtesy of Leigh Gill
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

after release is the presence
of pups

* Potential red wolf pairs
were in pens for longer and
through when pups would
be born

v

Photo courtesy of Woody Sandy
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

* On April 24, fostered a male pup
born at the Point Defiance Zoo
and Aquarium in Tacoma, WA
into the wild litter on ARNWR

* Monitoring to date suggests the
fostering was successful
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

* November 2022 — captured and
translocated 1 adult wild
female red wolf from
SVNWR into an acclimation pen
on ARNWR with a captive born
male
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

red wolves within their territory

Status

* In Nov 2022 and Feb 2023 —
wild females captured and e | x
placed in acclimation LEIL Photo courtesy of Neil Jernigan
within their territories on
PLNWR with captive born males
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

Status

 In December 2022 placed
a captive born family
group of 3 from the SAFE
program in an acclimation
pen on PLNWR
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

orange reflective
material.
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

a \/ a
U VOIV )

and 1 hybrid)

Included the initial
collaring of all 5 remaining
red wolves born on
ARNWR last spring.

Photo courtesy of Eve Turek
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

ESA. Reminder that killing or
harming them is illegal.

* Look closely for an orange
collar. If you see orange, don't
shoot!
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

RED WOLF
T R | release sites prior to release |
HEKT 6 M

* Move signs to different
roads/areas where red wolf use
is occurring based on monitoring.
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

Encourage folks to contact us
anytime for questions or
concerns

s L LR
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

concerns, sightings and
potential issues

e Address time-sensitive
issues 24/7, whenever
possible
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have pups were released
the first week of May, one
each on ARWR and PLNWR

* The 2 pairs that did have
pups will be released when
the pups are about 6
weeks old

Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Management Update
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

wolves transition to the wilc

 Track all other wild red

wolves multiple times per
week

* Monitor throughout the ENC
RWP with over 50 remote
sensing cameras.
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

All known adults/sub-
adults have orange collars,
12 of which are also a GPS
collar.

Estimated total wild ' Fyly o o .‘, Ay W]

population of
approximately 35 - 37 red =
wolves, including pups.

Photo courtesy of Ed Dailey



Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

14
13
12
11
10
9
Age 8
(years) 7 §§§
6
5
; =
3
2 .........
1 .
0 - - dicates no red
109 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 123 456 7 8 910 Indicates no re
# of males # of females Wolf/coyote hybrld

Wild Red Wolf Age Structure litters in 2023
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Google Earth

e Landzd / Copernicus
Dt SI0, HOAS, LS. Navy, NGA, GEBCO

Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Current Distribution

LOLIFE REFUGE

West Milltair (1F%

No\rth - 3 Milltail (1F,,\”
\

Gator (1F).

or (IE)=]

f

Faitfield d
= Late Spring 2023 Releases - PLNWR

Reni 1 - 1E 1M, 1Y 4P
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Current Distribution
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e Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Current Distribution

| Red Wolf 22307 [N EERREEE ' S vd
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Current Distribution
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Adaptive Management Strategy

* Sterilized and released coyotes act as
placeholders in areas currently
without established red wolves

e Sterilized coyotes continue to
hold/defend their territory but can't
breed
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Adaptive Management Strategy

e 3 additional coyotes were
sterilized, collared and _
released where captured to / \
act as placeholders e -

o= 2
.
v

e 26 sterilized coyotes
currently within ENC RWP
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Adaptive Management Strategy

* Can benefit landowners and their
land management goals

* Benefits red wolf recovery
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

pepredaatior DV red WOIVE

are very rare

* Valuable assurance to
landowners, with hopes to
increase tolerance and/or
support

e Contact USFWS within 24
hours
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

trapping activities already
occurring

* Canids must be transferred to
USFWS alive and in good
condition

* Contact USFWS as soon as
possible after capture
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Community Engagement

Select Habitat to Improve ©

O

Develop a Habitat
Project with Staff

@

Sign Project Agreement

e 43 -8 o) * Allow red wolves to
Implement & Complete ' Prey For be present
the Project ; 56-3 The PaCk
6 N  Habicac * Allow monitoring
Submit Receipts N7 7 Improvement

for Cost-share r ol P Program

@ AAG o , * And up to their comfort
| B . W o o en level allow for coyote
Reap The Benefits _ ‘ X . -
sterilization
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Community Engagement

B, coconiaies
RED WOLF

work — collaring, r AL | I ' P CENTER
health checks, etc. ;v ", A

 Two captive red
wolves in a public
viewing enclosure

e Live webcams at
ncwf.org



s | Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Community Engagement

(©N

in areas with red wolf use and
high public presence/interest

* Provide coverage at the Red
Wolf Center

e Bring that experience and
knowledge back to the
classroom
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can | Help and/or Get Involved?

red wolves

 We are available to
work with you to
address your concerns

=7 =

Photo courtesy of Jessica Suarez
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can | Help and/or Get Involved?

or black collars)

®* Drive with caution in areas with red
wolves

* Engage in red wolf management
efforts (e.g., public meetings,
providing comments on recovery
plans, etc.)
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can | Help and/or Get Involved?

for P k
Prey the aC
Creating and improving
habitat for wildlife!
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USFWS to work toward
your land management
goals

Partners
for Fish
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Community Engagement

 Emily Weller, Red Wolf Recovery Program Coordinator at (337) 291-3090 or
emily_weller@fws.gov

* Joe Madison, NC Program Manager/Wildlife Biologist at (252) 475-8259 or
joseph_madison@fws.gov

e Luke Lolies, Private Lands Biologist and Prey for the Pack at (252) 256-3676 or
luke_lolies@fws.gov
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Community Engagement

- Direct email response and/or posted on
the Red Wolf Recovery Program website

Visit our website for more information and updates:

https://fws.gov/project/red-wolf-recovery-program
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