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Red Wolf Recovery Program

o Research

Photo courtesy of Kirk Adams
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2021-2022 Accomplishments

* Increased the Captive Population

* Recovery Team/Recovery Plan

Photo courtesy of Cassia Rivera
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Red Wolf Captive Population

* 40 breeding pairs established
for 2022-2023

* $770,000+matching funds
= 30 enclosures

Photo courtesy of Kim Wheeler
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Recovery Plan

U.S. Fish & wildlife Service » o

Draft Revised Recovery Plan for
the Red Wolf (Canis rufus)

o Recovery Plan
o Recovery Implementation Strategy

* 'This draft Revised Recovery Plan is based on:
| e = o 2018 SSA
L o Recovery Team Workshop Report
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Draft Recovery Plan

(A

management
o Not reliant on extensive human interventions
o Address threats
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* Implement Collaborative Conservation 25
o Engage stakeholders in management Photo courtesy of Robert Ondrish
o Shared understanding of goals,
roles/responsibilities, and expectations
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Public Comment

U0 Dulles Drive
Lafayette, LA 70506

* Comment Period
o October 28, 2022
o Accept information about any species at any time
o Comments recetved become part of the record

Photo courtesy of Leigh Gill



U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

2022-2023 Goals
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SSP/SAFE to maintain a captive population
suitable for release

* Continue management of the ENC RWP

* Further program revitalization

Photo courtesy of Kirk Adams
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Red Wolf Recovery Program
Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population (ENC RWP)

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Hadley
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Existing Condition

v,b,ﬁ‘w\,, ,M a}‘%?"w y d‘

Estimated total wild R \» s w; w ' AR
. TR R _ .""Z"v_: - J‘ S 4 ¥s "‘.'- ‘Sv'»“ \"‘ 'Al"l'};vvv' d. I
opulation of 5 Ak T al SR e AP, LSt
bop : s e, ¥oddod Yy ey ¢ ‘16,"-‘,4;
approximately 19 - s J% v ¥ ' ¥y g
" . -
21 red wolves.

‘.' adl , v

Photo courtesy of Ed Dailey
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

wolves from St. Vincent NWR paired
with resident females

2021 — released 4 adult red wolves
(2 newly formed pairs) from captive
breeding facilities

Spring 2021 fostered 4 pups from a
captive-born litter into the litter of a wild
red wolf mother
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# of males

Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Existing Condition

1 2 3 4
# of females

*  Age structure

Wild Red Wolf Age Structure
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Mortalities

anknow

o 1 necropsy results
pending

O 2 necropsy results

inconclusive

* 2 suspected vehicle strike —
necropsy pending



UQS.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Current Distribution
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= Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Current Distribution
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Current Distribution
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Current Distribution
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

Family group of 5 on
central PLNWR

* 2 pairs on Alligator River
NWR

Photo courtesy of Christy Frank — Running Wild Media
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

. Coordinated with WRC and
SSP/SAFE management team

. Brought total number to be
released to 10

Photo: USEFWS
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

: W\
Photo: USFWS
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

illegal.

* Look closely for an orange
collar. If you see orange, don't
shoot!
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

any concerns

Encouraged folks to contact us
anytime for questions or
concerns
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

* Addressed time-sensitive
calls 24/7
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Management Update - Releases
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

e March 31 — Released the
family group of 5 red wolves
on central PLLNWR
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

* June 6 — re-released male
originally released on north

ARNWR on south ARNWR
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

remote sensing cameras.

* Conduct trapping from
November through March

Photo: USEFWS
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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landscape, it 1s quickly replaced by one

Of motre coyotes
If a coyote is captured and sterilized

they continue to hold/defend their

* If a coyote is removed from the
territory but can't breed

Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Coyote Sterilization
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

| Coyote Sterilization

e (Can benefit landowners and their land
management goals

* Benefits red wolf recovery
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Management - Release Update/Challenges
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Management Update - Challenges

ARNWR Pair Release
cription for your map

- 'r Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge

J5 R Ennilycand Richardson Preyer Buckridge
J s pA 9
Gum Ne&K

&
E L Dare Game Land .
Stumpy.Point

Emily and Richardson PreyerBuckridge
‘Paur Released 3/15/22

Some released red
wolves that were
transitioning well to
the wild were still
mortalities,

including human-

caused and natural
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

was recaptured

*  May 10 — Breeding male
released on central PLNWR
was recaptured

Photo: USFWS

*  June 22 — Male re-released on
south ARNWR was

recaptured
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

released from central PLNWR
reported by landowner as

gunshot mortality
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

leading to prosecution

*  Contact Refuge Law
Enforcement Patrol Captain = 3 = : SR
Frank Simms at 252-216- Photo: USFWS
7504 or Special Agent Jason
Keith at 919-856-4786 ext.

34



Fastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

[EXTERNAL] Mortality for CTN [N .. MHz)

notifications@telonics.com
Sun 5/8/2022 1:41 AM

To: Madison, Joseph (Joe)
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

aerial telemetry
searches

* Fate 1s currently
unknown
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

Cheek SWab for

genetic analysis

A = | ~
T -

R Y A
N g7

General physical exam
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

Incorporated lessons learned over
the past 2 years

* Result is the Phase III Release
Plan

* Focus on pup fostering
opportunities whenever possible
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

within their territory

* Red wolves selected for release have
been individually evaluated and
selected to increase likelihood of a
successful release into the wild

L.

Photo courtesy of Wood Sandy



St. Vincent National Wildlife Refuge
Red Wolf Island Propagation Site
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St. Vincent National Wildlife Refuge
Red Wolf Island Propagation Site

Quickly paired with one of the
resident wild female red wolves.
Remote camera footage indicated
mating

No confirmation of red wolf pups
to date

*  Younger adult female on island has
eluded capture
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
Management Update

very rare

e Valuable assurance to
landowners, with hopes to

L\l

increase tolerance and/or
support

* Contact USFWS within 24
hours if suspected red wolf
depredation
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can I Help and/or Get Involved?

* We are available to
work with you to
address your concerns

Photo courtesy of Jessica Suarez
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can I Help and/or Get Involved?

* Drive with caution in areas with red
wolves

* Engage in recovery efforts (e.g., public
meetings, providing comments on
recovery plans, etc.)
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Learn the history and biology of the
American red wolf!
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learn!

Stretch your legs and
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self-guided 30-minute, 14 mile nature walk

Follow the black bear prints along the
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Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population
How Can I Help and/or Get Involved?

Select Habitat to Improve

O

Develop a Habitat
Project with Staff

34

Sign Project Agreement | i i i % andowners agree to:

@

Implement & Complete * Allow red wolves to

the Project ; : ‘ ; The pack be prSCﬂt
@ wi (& A Habitat
Submit Receipts A s Improvement

for Cost-share g Program e Allow monitoring

. / R % o
Z 3 . < Partners
. S L ] for Fish
N

Reap The Benefits AN . \ 8 ] \  And up to their comfort
: : level allow for coyote
sterilization
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Community Engagement

Emily Weller, Red Wolf Recovery Program Coordinator at (337) 291-3090 or
emily_weller@fws.gov

Joe Madison, NC Program Manager/Wildlife Biologist at (252) 475-8259 or
joseph_madison@fws.gov

Luke Lolies, Private Lands Biologist and Prey for the Pack at (252) 256-3676 or
luke_lolies@fws.gov
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Community Engagement

- Direct email response and/or posted on the
Red Wolf Recovery Program website

Visit our website for more information and updates:

https://fws.gov/project/red-wolf-recovery-program
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Questions?

Photo courtesy of Nancy Arehart
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FEastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population

Community Engagement

Emily Weller, Red Wolf Recovery Program Coordinator at (337) 291-3090 or
emily_weller@fws.gov

Joe Madison, NC Program Manager/Wildlife Biologist at (252) 475-8259 or
joseph_madison@fws.gov

Luke Lolies, Private Lands Biologist and Prey for the Pack at (252) 256-3676 or
luke_lolies@fws.gov



