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California Coastal Commission OKs plan to poison
mice on Farallon Islands

Published December 17, 2021 | Wild Nature | Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO - The California Coastal Commission has approved a plan to
poison invasive mice threatening rare seabirds on the Farallon Islands
National Wildlife Refuge.

The agency that regulates California's coastline voted 5-3 Thursday night to
approve a plan to drop about 3,000 pounds of poisoned bait from helicopters
onto the rocky islands off the San Francisco coast that are home to hundreds
of thousands of breeding birds.
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The move still will require approval from the regional director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and even then it probably would be at least two years
before the program gets underway, officials said.

The Farallon Islands refuge is home to an estimated 300,000 breeding
seabirds, including the rare ashy storm-petrel. But officials say the population
is threatened by mice that first arrived on the islands aboard ships more than
a century ago.
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In recent years, the mouse population has exploded, attracting burrowing
owls that also prey on the ashy storm-petrel, officials said.

"This project is necessary and is the right thing to do to stop the ecosystem
carnage done by mice: A human-caused problem," Gerry McChesney, manager
of the wildlife refuge, said at the meeting.

The proposal has won both support and condemnation from various
conservation groups. Critics contend that other wildlife could be poisoned by
the rodenticide.

Famed animal researcher and conservationist Jane Goodall spoke against the
proposal at the hearing.

"This poison will inflict pain and suffering on a great many sentient animals,"
she said.

Ad Content by Taboola |

Pay 0% Interest Until 2023 With One of These Credit Cards

Sponsored | NerdWallet

Roofers Tested 17 Gutter Guards... Here’s What They
Discovered

Sponsored | LeafFilter Partner

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. ©2022 FOX Television Stations

https://www.ktvu.com/news/california-coastal-commission-oks-plan-to-poison-mice-on-farallon-islands 2/4


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=myfox-ktvu&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-a:Mobile%20-%20Below%20Article%20Feed%20-%20New:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=myfox-ktvu&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-a:Mobile%20-%20Below%20Article%20Feed%20-%20New:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=myfox-ktvu&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-a:Mobile%20-%20Below%20Article%20Feed%20-%20New:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=myfox-ktvu&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-a:Mobile%20-%20Below%20Article%20Feed%20-%20New:
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=89fd24&nw_campaign_id=933429&utm_campaign=cc_mktg_paid_011321_lowint_pay0_prem_d_tb&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=tb&utm_term=myfox-ktvu&mktg_link=2962021307#tblciGiCP8f7LlHoyzmcDcsqrk8sUQgOzRgUebheq-EFoyskTCyDl8T0ox-TXuIy_v6zDAQ
https://www.mnbasd77.com/aff_c?offer_id=2024&aff_id=2087&url_id=6346&source=Bul&aff_sub=13086967_NoRenters-desk&aff_sub2=myfox-ktvu-1014281&aff_sub3=3057167654_dec21-NoRenters-desk-ad1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&aff_sub5=GiCP8f7LlHoyzmcDcsqrk8sUQgOzRgUebheq-EFoyskTCyC52kwo1tGSs_Dn2NRP&tblci=GiCP8f7LlHoyzmcDcsqrk8sUQgOzRgUebheq-EFoyskTCyC52kwo1tGSs_Dn2NRP#tblciGiCP8f7LlHoyzmcDcsqrk8sUQgOzRgUebheq-EFoyskTCyC52kwo1tGSs_Dn2NRP
https://www.facebook.com/ktvu/
https://twitter.com/KTVU
https://www.instagram.com/ktvu2/
mailto:%20Newstips@FOXTV.COM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVhtkN7-c8mA8GXEoxS4YQw?

1/3/22, 11:57 AM California Coastal Commission OKs plan to poison mice on Farallon Islands

https://www.ktvu.com/news/california-coastal-commission-oks-plan-to-poison-mice-on-farallon-islands 3/4



1/3/22, 11:57 AM California Coastal Commission OKs plan to poison mice on Farallon Islands

https://www.ktvu.com/news/california-coastal-commission-oks-plan-to-poison-mice-on-farallon-islands 4/4



