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Hi - here is the scoping notice we put out for another project.  I would also include
information on the public meeting in yours.  I think we sent out a separate notice for
the public meeting on Sears Point.

Patricia Roberson
Refuge Operations Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, W-1832
Sacramento, CA  95825
(916) 414-6546, FAX (916) 414-6497
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Antioch Dunes - Marin Islands – San Pablo Bay - Alameda Proposed National Wildlife Refuge

[Date], 2008

Re: Scoping Notice for the Sears Point Wetlands and Watershed Restoration Project.


To Interested Parties:


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) are preparing a joint environmental impact report/environmental impact statement (EIR/EIS) for the Sears Point Wetland and Watershed Restoration Project located in southern Sonoma County, California.  The Service is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the CDFG is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The EIR and EIS will be prepared as a combined environmental document to comply with the requirements of both NEPA and CEQA.

Through this scoping notice we request your written suggestions on the scope of the issues and concerns that should be addressed in the draft EIR/EIS, including the range of suitable alternatives, appropriate mitigation measures, and the nature and extent of potential environmental impacts.  The 2,327-acre project site is located at Sears Point near the intersection of Lakeville-Reclamation Road and State Route 37 in southern Sonoma County.  The project goals are to restore this area to the maximum feasible extent of tidal marsh and channel habitats.  Where full tidal extent cannot be restored, the goal is to maximize diked wetland functions through management, enhancement, and restoration actions while maintaining viable agricultural uses to the extent compatible with wetland restoration.  In addition, we would provide public access and recreational and educational opportunities that are compatible with ecological and cultural resources protection. 


We encourage the public and other agencies to participate in the NEPA process by sending written suggestions and information on the scope of issues and range of alternatives that we should consider in the EIS.  Throughout the EIR/EIS process, we will announce opportunities for public input.  To ensure that we have adequate time to evaluate and incorporate suggestions and other input, we must receive scoping comments on or before [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION]. 

If you would like to provide the USFWS with your views regarding the scope and content of the environmental information, which you feel, is germane to the subject project, please send your written response to this scoping notice to: 


Sears Point Restoration NEPA Scoping Comments


c/o Christy Smith, Refuge Manager


Fish and Wildlife Service


7715 Lakeville Highway


Petaluma, CA  94954


Your comments should include your name, address, and daytime telephone number so a representative of the USFWS can contact you if clarifications regarding your comments are required.  Alternatively, you may fax written comments to 707-769-8106, or send them by electronic mail to christy_smith@fws.gov.   Please include the heading “Sears Point NEPA Scoping Comments” in your response.

Additional information on the Sears Point Wetland and Watershed Restoration Project is available at www.sonomalandtrust.org.


Questions concerning the project should be submitted to:


John Brosnan, Baylands Program Manager 


Sonoma Land Trust 


966 Sonoma Avenue


Santa Rosa, CA  95404 


Phone (707) 526-6930 x 109


john@sonomalandtrust.org


Sincerely,
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Christy Smith


Refuge Manager


San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge


United States Department of the Interior



FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE



7715 Lakeville Highway



2100 Highway 37



Petaluma, CA 94954



(707)769-4200












