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Hi Gerry and Winnie,
Can you review the Info Memo to the Secretary - is that a correct assessment in the
Controversy section?   I will also fax Mendel a copy of the FR letter for his surname.

Patricia Roberson
Refuge Operations Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, W-1832
Sacramento, CA  95825
(916) 414-6546, FAX (916) 414-6497
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Pacific Southwest Region

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606

Sacramento, California 95825-1846



In reply refer to:

FWS/NWRS







Raymond A. Mosley, Director

Office of the Federal Register

National Archives and Records Administration

800 N. Capitol Street NW, Suite 700

Washington, DC  20001



Dear Mr. Mosley:



Enclosed please find three copies of a Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the House Mouse Eradication from the South Farallon Islands, California.  We request that this notice be published as soon as possible.



I certify that the enclosed Microsoft Word file (no template) is a true and correct copy of the original signed document submitted by this agency and delivered this date to your office (Filename:  Farallon Mouse NOI.docx).  This is being submitted in order to receive the discount on page cost offered by the government printing office.



Thank you for your assistance.  Please send an email to FWS_FedRegPub@fws.gov to confirm the publication date of this document.



						Sincerely,







						Ren Lohoefener 

Regional Director

Pacific Southwest Region



Enclosures
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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY 



FROM:	Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

		Regional Director, Pacific Southwest Region



TELEPHONE #:	202-208-4717/916-414-6464



SUBJECT:  Notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement for House Mouse Eradication from the South Farallon Islands, California.



I. SUMMARY

The Notice of Intent (NOI) documents notice to prepare an environmental impact statement for House Mouse Eradication from the South Farallon Islands in California.



II. DISCUSSION

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes to eradicate non-native house mice from the South Farallon Islands.  The purpose of the project is to protect and restore the ecosystem of the South Farallon Islands, particularly for seabirds and other native biological resources.  



The South Farallon Islands are part of the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) in California.  The Refuge comprises the largest continental U.S. seabird breeding colony south of Alaska, and supports the world’s largest breeding colonies of shy storm-petrel, Brandt’s cormorant, and western gull.  Prior to the introduction of non-native mammals, the South Farallones was nearly devoid of land-based predatory threats.  



Introduced, non-native mice are directly and indirectly negatively impacting the populations of small burrow- and crevice-nesting seabirds on the South Farallones, particularly storm-petrels.  In order to reduce this impact the Service has identified mouse eradication as a critical step in fulfilling its main purpose to protect and restore the native ecosystems of the Farallon Islands.  Eradicating mice would increase the survivorship would likely increase the local population sizes for at least two seabird species, the ashy storm-petrel and Leach’s storm-petrel, and may also benefit other seabirds as well as native amphibians, invertebrates and plants.



III. CONFLICT ASSESSMENT

Animal rights groups such as the Humane Society of the United States may object to the eradication of mice on the island.  However, mouse eradication was identified as a strategy for the wildlife management goal for the Refuge.  No objections were raised during public review.







PREPARED BY: ______________________________  DATE: __________________

		      Patricia Roberson, NEPA/Policy Coordinator, R8


