
From: Steve Hampton
To: Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov
Cc: Carolyn Marn; Janet Whitlock; Dan Grout
Subject: Re: gull hazing
Date: 07/19/2012 03:54 PM

FAA for toys?  

There's a model airplane park (for hobbiests) near the Yolo County Landfill and every so often one 
comes over and raises all the gulls.  I can contact them and see if anyone wants to bring their 
plane out to the Farallones.  

Steve Hampton, Ph.D.
________________
Resource Economist
Office of Spill Prevention and Response
California Dept of Fish and Game
PO Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
-----------------------------------
(916) 323-4724 phone
(916) 324-8829 fax

>>> <Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov> 7/19/2012 3:25 PM >>>

Steve,

Thanks.  We're are looking into this and would like to test it.  We're
enlisting some folks from USGS that use Unmanned aircraft for research
purposes that will bring some along when we conduct hazing trials this
fall.  Unfortunately, they have to get permits from FAA to use them, and
FAA won't allow them to be used for bird hazing because of the chance of
collision (injuring both bird and unmanned aircraft).  So, we'll be working
on other means.  Know anybody who has a personal one or two they'd like to
bring out and give it a try?

Gerry

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon National Wildlife Refuge and
  Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1 Marshlands Road
Fremont, CA 94555
Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 222, cell: 510-435-9151
Fax: 510-745-9285
Email:  Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov 
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/murre/murrehome.htm 
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/Farallon/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                       
             Steve Hampton                                             
             <SHAMPTON@OSPR.DF                                         
             G.CA.GOV>                                                  To
                                       <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>       
             07/19/2012 01:56                                           cc
             PM                        Carolyn Marn                    
                                       <carolyn_marn@fws.gov>, Janet   
                                       Whitlock <Janet_Whitlock@fws.gov>
                                                                   Subject
                                       gull hazing                     
                                                                       
                                                                       
                                                                       
                                                                       
                                                                       
                                                                       

Gerry,

Maybe you're one step ahead of me on this one, but birders know one way to
haze gulls (but we don't tell the landfills about it because we want to see
the gulls there!).  Model airplanes.  Gulls hate these things.

Just one guy with a good remote control plane can chase the gulls all
around and keep them away for a long time.

It's probably cheaper and more effective than fireworks.  At the Yolo
Landfill, the gulls return within 2-5 minutes after the fireworks stop.
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Steve Hampton, Ph.D.
________________
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Office of Spill Prevention and Response
California Dept of Fish and Game
PO Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
-----------------------------------
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