From: Laing, Karen

To: Aceituno, Erin; Block, Giselle; Moore-Q"leary, Kara A; Keller, Kaylene; Cunanan, Michael; Esralew, Rachel;
Richard Thomas; Michehl, Sarah A; Tessa Turner; Pelz, Mark

Subject: Fwd: Next Farallon NWR Invsive Plant Control Trip

Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 4:48:11 PM

Attachments: Farallon NWR Team Spinach What to expect.pdf

Importance: High

FYTI, let me know if you are interested in this opportunity!

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>

Date: Tue, Jun 14, 2016 at 3:29 PM

Subject: Fwd: Next Farallon NWR Invsive Plant Control Trip

To: Polly Wheeler <polly wheeler@fws.gov>, Karen Laing <Karen Laing@fws.gov>,
Giselle Block <giselle_block@fws.gov>, "Keller, Kaylene" <kaylene keller@fws.gov>,
Michael Cunanan <michael cunanan@fws.gov>, Jennifer Brown
<jennifer ¢ _brown@fws.gov>, Rob Doster <rob_doster@fws.gov>

If you are interested in spending some time on the Farallon NWR, this is a great opportunity.
This will be a week-long stay helping us treat invasive plants. Hard work but very satisfying.
And there is always a little time each day to enjoy these beautiful islands, watch the birds and
listen to the sea lions. It will be at the tail end of the seabird breeding season, but most species
will still have some birds around.

If you are interested, please contact Jonathan Shore or you may contact me as well. I also plan
to make the trip.

Feel free to pass on to other FWS staff or volunteers that may be interested.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Shore, Jonathan <jonathan shore@fws.gov>

Date: Mon, Jun 6, 2016 at 4:46 PM

Subject: Fwd: Next Farallon NWR Invsive Plant Control Trip
To:

Apologies for any cross posting.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Shore, Jonathan <jonathan shore@fws.gov>
Date: Mon, Jun 6, 2016 at 4:37 PM

Subject: Next Farallon NWR Invsive Plant Control Trip
To: Jonathan Shore <Jonathan Shore@fws.gov>

Hello,

You are receiving this email to inform you of a volunteer opportunity to participate in the next
invasive plant control trip ("Team Spinach") to the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge.
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FARALLON NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
TEAM SPINACH

Farallon National Wildlife Refuge is a series of rocky islands approximately 30 miles off the coast of California.

If you are reading this, then you are considering participating in an upcoming “Team Spinach” trip to the
Farallon National Wildlife Refuge. Here are some quick notes on what to expect during this trip.

The trip will last approximately eight days, including two travel days. The transportation to the island
will be provided by a marine vessel taking about 3 hours from the San Francisco Bay area. The majority
of the time on this trip is spent spraying the invasive plant, New Zealand spinach (Tetragonia
tetragonioides). This work will involve carrying a backpack sprayer, wearing personal protective
equipment, working in sensitive wildlife habitat and on rocky and often steep terrain. New Zealand
spinach is an invasive plant on the island that has been sprayed at least annually with herbicide since
1989. The bi-annual herbicide application aims to control and one day eradicate this plant that currently
dominates the island, and alters critical seabird breeding habitat.

Here are some things to keep in mind for this effort:

¢ You should plan to be available at least 3 days around the start and end dates in case the trip gets
advanced or delayed due to transportation or weather conflicts.

e Bring clothes and hiking boots that you don’t mind ruining. The herbicide contains a blue dye in order
to keep track where it has been applied. This dye will also color your shoes and any other exposed
clothing (pant bottoms often end up blue as well).

e \Weather is variable throughout the day and can change very fast, so bring a variety of layers.

e You will be living and eating communally in a 4 bedroom historic lighthouse keeper house.

e Participants will take turns cooking for up to 8 people.

e There will be some climbing around on precarious, slopes, hills and rocks where spinach plants grow.
Wearing a 30-50Ib backpack of herbicide mixture (which is mostly water) on loose, unstable rocks is a
difficult and hazardous task. If you do not feel comfortable in this type of environment and/or have an
aversion to working around heights and loose terrain, you may want to re-consider participating. If you
have any questions or concerns, please bring them up with the team leader prior to committing.

This is basic introductory information for you; more details will be sent out closer to the departure
date that will give you a better idea about what to pack, the logistics of getting to and on the island,
as well what life on the island will be like. It’s an amazing place that very few people get to
experience. If you are still interested, please respond to the invite as soon as possible.










Approximately 4 volunteers are needed for this next trip, and it will occur from July 30 to
August 6, 2016.

Participants will be transported to and from the island on an approximately 3-hour motor boat
trip in open ocean conditions and will stay in shared Refuge quarters (a historic lighthouse
keeper's residence). Duties will primarily include the application of herbicide on invasive
plants using a backpack sprayer.

Participants must be physically capable to carry a 30- pound backpack sprayer while working
on relatively steep, rocky, eroding slopes, for up to 6 hours per day. Participants are required
to live communally and prepare one dinner for a crew of about seven people. There will be
opportunities to enjoy the amazing wildlife and scenery of the Farallon Islands as well.

Please read the attached "What to expect" page for more information.

If you are interested, capable, and available, please email me as soon as possible to express
your interest and availability for Team Spinach from July 30 to August 6. It is recommended
that you are available for at least 3 days prior to and after the trip in case the trip is advanced
or delayed due to transportation or weather conflicts.

Space is limited, and interest usually exceeds the available spots, so please reply as soon as
possible. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Shore

Jonathan Shore

Wildlife Refuge Specialist, Farallon National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1 Marshlands Road

Fremont, CA 94555

Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 224, cell: 510-377-5926
Fax: 510-792-5828

Email: Jonathan Shore@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon
Eollow us on Facebook!

Gerry

Gerry McChesney

Manager, Farallon National Wildlife Refuge and
Common Murre Restoration Project

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1 Marshlands Road

Fremont, CA 94555

Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 222, cell: 510-435-9151
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Email: Gerry McChesney@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon/

http://www.fws.gov/stbayrefuges/murre/murrehome.htm
Follow us on Facebook!

Karen Laing

Regional Coordinator, Refuges Inventory & Monitoring Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Southwest Region

3020 State University Drive East

Modoc Hall Suite 2007

Sacramento, CA 95819

Sacramento office: 916-278-9425
Cell: 907-351-5176
karen laing@fws.gov
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