
From: Pelz, Mark
To: Cantrell, Wanda D
Subject: PPT for Friday 10:45 am DOI Briefing (Farallon Mouse Eradication EIS)
Date: Thursday, February 21, 2019 11:28:03 AM
Attachments: Farallones-Review-Team-Briefing-12-18-2018-updatedschedule.pptx

per your request ...

Thanks!

Mark

Mark Pelz 
Chief, Natural Resources Division 
Pacific Southwest Region
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-1832
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846
916-414-6504 (phone)
916-414-6497 (fax)
916-430-3267 (mobile)
mark_pelz@fws.gov

mailto:Mark_Pelz@fws.gov
mailto:wanda_cantrell@fws.gov
mailto:mark_pelz@fws.gov

South Farallon Islands Invasive House Mouse Eradication Project:  Final Environmental Impact Statement



NEPA Review Team Briefing















1



Purpose and Need

Eradicate invasive house mice (Mus musculus) from the South Farallon Islands in order to eliminate their negative impacts on the native ecosystem of the Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge while minimizing impacts to non-target resources.
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Create a conservation stewardship legacy

Strike a regulatory balance

Support for Secretarial Priorities
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Project Location





Farallon Islands NWR
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Partnership Project

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex and Pacific Southwest Region 

   

DOI Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR)-  Restoration Support Unit

Point Blue Conservation Science
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Alternative A: No Action

Alternative B: Aerial Broadcast of Brodifacoum-25D Conservation (Preferred Alternative) 

Alternative C: Aerial Broadcast of Diphacinone-50 Conservation

EIS Alternatives
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Alternative B: Aerial broadcast of Brodifacoum-25D Conservation

Mouse impacts need to be eliminated

Brodifacoum-25D Conservation has the highest likelihood of eradication success

Proposed protective measures are expected to reduce impacts to non-target resources

Rationale for the Preferred Alternative
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Short-term (weeks), non-significant adverse impacts to non-target species such as the western gull from exposure to brodifacoum. 

Short-term closure (few days; not significant) of recreational shark diving ventures during aerial applications.

Long-term, significant positive ecosystem impacts, including:

Ashy and Leach’s storm-petrels

Endemic Farallon arboreal salamander

Endemic Farallon camel cricket

Native plants such as the maritime goldfield



Environmental Impacts
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Minimizing Impacts to Non-Target Resources

Seasonal timing

Gull hazing

Capture birds of prey

Capture salamanders

Precision bait application (marine environment)

Carcass removal

Monitoring

Contingency plans
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External Engagement

Refuge Media Tour

Public Scoping Meetings

Interagency Scoping Meeting

Bay Area Elected Officials briefings

Media interviews 

Public Comment Meeting for the Draft EIS

553 public and agency correspondences received

Periodic Inter-Agency Briefings and consultation
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Conducted additional studies to inform the impacts analysis (toxicity to salamanders)

Added section on how lessons learned addressed

Reviewed and addressed recent literature

Revised bait application plans

Revised analyses of sublethal effects of rodenticides

Revised economic analyses for tour boats

Revised sections on potential impacts to fisheries

Revised impacts assessments for birds 

Revised section on implementation monitoring

Major Changes between the Draft and Final EIS
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Opportunities:

Restore a unique island ecosystem 

Improve the conservation status of the largest seabird breeding colony in the lower 48 United States

Help rare species remain off the endangered species list



Hurdles:

Mitigating potential impacts to non-target resources

Opposition by some anti-rodenticide groups

Opportunities and Hurdles
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Current Schedule

File the Final EIS with EPA: March 4, 2019

Publish Notice of Availability: March 15, 2019

Submit Consistency Determination to the California Coastal Commission: March 15, 2019

Coastal Commission Public Hearing: April 2019 

Finalize Section 7 consultation with NOAA on black abalone: by early June 2019

Sign Record of Decision: June 20, 2019
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Communications Strategy

Timed, Targeted Outreach:

Internal audiences (FWS, DOI)

Elected Officials

Permitting agencies

Environmental groups

Media

Social Media
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Thank you!















15



image4.jpeg







image5.jpeg







image6.jpeg







image7.png







image8.jpeg

CORDELLBANK

NATIONAL MARINE |
SANCTUARY

GULF OF THE FARALLONES o
NamoNaL s sancruary | e 40

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARY.







image9.jpeg

, Point Blue
Conservation
Science






image10.png

nent and Restoration Program






image11.emf



image12.jpeg







image13.jpeg







image14.jpeg







image15.jpeg







image2.emf



image3.emf





South Farallon Islands Invasive
House Mouse Eradication Project:
Final Environmental Tmpact

NEPA Review Team Briefing






