
From: Morkill, Anne
To: Wheeler, Polly PW; Armitage, Stacy A; Pelz, Mark; Roberson, Patricia
Subject: Fwd: Final Minutes, Farallon Restoration Project RD Briefing
Date: Monday, May 7, 2018 3:44:32 PM
Attachments: 2018-01-31_RD briefing Farallon Mouse Eradication_Minutes_FINAL.pdf
Importance: High

Hello all - Please find the meeting notes from our briefing with you and Paul Souza on
January 31, 2018 on the proposed eradication of house mice on the Farallon Islands NWR, for
your reference. We wanted to document the RD's concurrence on our preferred alternative,
hence the formal meeting notes for the administrative record.

Thanks,
Anne

***********************************************************
Anne Morkill
Refuge Complex Manager
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1 Marshlands Road
Fremont, CA 94555
(510) 792-0222 ext 123 Office
(510) 377-9450 Cell
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/
https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

* Don Edwards San Francisco Bay NWR * Marin Island NWR * San Pablo Bay NWR * Antioch Dunes NWR
* Farallon Islands NWR * Ellicott Slough NWR * Salinas River NWR *

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Date: Thu, Mar 15, 2018 at 8:14 AM
Subject: Final Minutes, Farallon Restoration Project RD Briefing
To: Anne Morkill <Anne_Morkill@fws.gov>, Barbara Goodyear
<barbara.goodyear@sol.doi.gov>, Chris Barr <chris_barr@fws.gov>, Doug Cordell
<Doug_Cordell@fws.gov>, Gabrielle Feldman
<gabriellefeldman@enviropolicysolutions.com>, "Isanhart, John"
<john_isanhart@ios.doi.gov>, Jonathan Shore <jonathan_shore@fws.gov>, Patricia Roberson
<patricia_roberson@fws.gov>, Jaime Jahncke <jjahncke@pointblue.org>

CONFIDENTIAL

All,
Attached are the final minutes from the FWS briefing to our Regional Director on January 31.

Gerry

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Minutes 
Farallon Restoration Project 


Briefing for Regional Director  
January 31, 2018, 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
FWS Regional Office, Sacramento, CA 


 
Attendees: Paul Souza, Polly Wheeler, Mark Pelz, Anne Morkill, Chris Barr, Gerry 
McChesney, Doug Cordell, and Patricia Roberson  
Agenda: 


1. Presentation to the Regional Director on the proposed Farallon mouse eradication project 
and request for concurrence on the Refuge’s recommended preferred alternative of 
Alternative B: Aerial Broadcast of Brodifacoum-25D. 


2. Discussion 
Mr. Souza thanked us for the presentation and asked follow-up questions that generated 
discussion, including: 


• Briefing of Headquarters (HQ) - Headquarters has not been briefed but they have 
been informed of the project, including former Director Dan Ashe. Polly will 
check with National Refuge Chief on potential need for a briefing with HQ.  


• Non-target risk and how other refuges handled the non-target issue - We 
discussed other projects including Rat Island, Palmyra Atoll and Anacapa Island, 
the lessons learned from those, and that we have incorporated those lessons 
learned into our planning. 


• Regarding permits, whether we need any permits from FWS. We discussed the 
process for applying for a take permit under MBTA. 


• Raptor capture – this is to reduce their risk of exposure and that this technique has 
been used on other projects. 


• Salamander capture – Capturing a sample of salamanders to be held captive 
during implementation would be a protective measure in case there was 
unexpectedly high mortality. An example of this was the capture of deer mice on 
the Anacapa Island project. 


3. Concurrence on recommended preferred alternative 
Mr. Souza concurred with the Refuge’s recommended preferred alternative, Alternative 
B: Aerial Broadcast of Brodifacoum-25D. He also provided the following guidance on 
the process of finalizing the NEPA process, including: 


• Make sure we have a good Communications Plan before releasing FEIS to tell the 
story of the value of this project, the unprecedented level of planning, and that we 
share public concerns about potential environmental impacts and what is being 
done to minimize them; 


• Enlist communications assistance from agencies and NGOs that support the project 
as well as those that have expressed concerns; 


• Contact the Regional Office if we need assistance with communications; 
• Keep elected officials  apprised; 
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• When FEIS is released, instead of 30-day wait period, have a 60-day wait period to 
allow plenty of time for public review. 







Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge and
Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1 Marshlands Road
Fremont, CA 94555
Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 222, cell: 510-435-9151
Email: Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/murre/murrehome.htm
Follow us on Facebook!
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