
From: Morkill, Anne
To: Armitage, Stacy A
Cc: Pelz, Mark; Roberson, Patricia; McChesney, Gerry; Barr, Chris J
Subject: URGENT: Request for Waiver of Time under SO 3355 - South Farallon Islands Invasive House Mouse Eradication

Project FEIS
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2019 6:27:03 PM
Attachments: Request for Waiver of Time and Page Limits (March 2019) - Farallon Islands NWR FEIS.docx

Farallon Mouse Eradication Project_Timeline_2019-03-21.xlsx
Importance: High

Hi Stacy - Please find attached a Request for Waiver under SO 3355 to extend the time
scheduled for reaching a Record of Decision on the South Farallon Islands Invasive House
Mouse Eradication Project FEIS. As described in the request, in order to complete the ROD,
we are required to submit a federal consistency determination to the California Coastal
Commission for staff review and presentation to the Commission at a public hearing. In our
recent consultation with Commission staff, they have advised that we target the July 10-12
hearing in San Luis Obispo to allow for optimal public participation by affected stakeholders
from the Bay Area (see email below for additional context). We are therefore requesting an
additional month (33 calendar days), from June 20th to July 23rd (proposed revised schedule
attached for your reference and embedded in waiver request).

I understand that Patricia mentioned this during your Monday staff meeting and you indicated
a preference for staying with the existing schedule. However, I respectfully urge your
reconsideration and ask that this move forward as quickly as possible. I firmly believe that
heeding the Commission's advice for ensuring optimal public participation on this project is in
the best interest of the Service.

I'd be happy to discuss with you further and/or brief Paul, if necessary.

Thank you!

Anne

*******************************************
Anne Morkill
Refuge Complex Manager
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1 Marshlands Road
Fremont, CA 94555
(510) 792-0222 ext 123 Office
(510) 377-9450 Cell
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/
https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

* Don Edwards San Francisco Bay NWR * Marin Island NWR * San Pablo Bay NWR * Antioch Dunes NWR
* Farallon Islands NWR * Ellicott Slough NWR * Salinas River NWR *

---------- Forwarded message ---------
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Request for Waiver of Time and Page limits under S.O. 3355



To:  Office of the Deputy Secretary 



Through: Margaret Everson, Principal Deputy Director 



From: Paul Souza, Regional Director, Pacific Southwest Region



Date: March 21, 2019



1. Bureau or Office Name:  Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge



2. Title of Document:  South Farallon Islands Invasive House Mouse Eradication Project:  Final Environmental Impact Statement



3. Description of Action: The project proposes to eradicate introduced, invasive house mice (Mus musculus) from the South Farallon Islands which are located approximately 30 miles offshore from San Francisco, California. Eradicating mice is expected to benefit native seabirds, amphibians, terrestrial invertebrates, and plants and will help restore natural ecosystem processes on the islands. The Preferred Alternative (FEIS Alternative B) proposes two aerial applications of rodent bait Brodifacoum-25D Conservation to the islands.



The project includes a number of mitigation measures to reduce or avoid adverse impacts to native species including operational timing that avoids the breeding season for most native species and an extensive gull hazing operation to minimize impacts to gulls from non-target take.



There are no cooperating agencies; however, the Service consulted extensively with collaborating agencies including the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services (USDA/APHIS/WS), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife prior to choosing the preferred alternative for this project. 



4. Time waiver: 		150 Page waiver:		(check all that apply)

x





5. Was a waiver or extension previously granted, and if so, how much time or many pages were previously approved? We have not previously requested a waiver. 



6. Description of Reason for Request:  



We are requesting an extension of the due date for signing the Record of Decision for this project, until July 23, 2019, in order to complete the Coastal Zone Management Act federal consistency determination review process. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]This request is an outgrowth of recent consultations with the California Coastal Commission (Commission) on the optimal schedule for reviewing the federal consistency determination and preparing staff recommendation for presentation to the Commission at one of their regularly scheduled public hearings. The Commission has advised us that there will likely be significant public interest in this project and that members of the public will want the opportunity to address the Commissioners at the required public hearing on the Federal Consistency Determination. 



The Commission holds monthly meetings in different parts of the state. In order to maintain the current schedule of receiving the Commission’s concurrence in order to meet our current ROD target date of June 20, 2019, a hearing on the project should be held not later than the Commission’s May meeting. The May meeting (May 8-10) is in Oxnard, a six hour drive from the area where the Farallon Islands and most affected public members are located within the San Francisco Bay Area. 



The Commission consequently is recommending scheduling the hearing on the Consistency Determination at the July meeting (July 10-12) in San Luis Obispo, which is significantly closer to the Bay Area. This would make it substantially easier for the interested public to attend the Commission hearing and provide public comments. 



The FEIS was published in the Federal Register on March 15, 2019. The Commission’s March meeting has already occurred and the agenda for the April meeting is closed.  The June meeting location is even farther away, in San Diego, a 9-hour drive from the Bay Area. The closest meeting location in/near the Bay Area would not be an option until November. Therefore, both the Commission and Service staff believe that the July meeting in San Luis Obispo will allow the process to be more open and transparent to the affected public. 

 

7. Need and deadline (if any) for issuance of waiver(s) decision:  A decision on this waiver request is needed by March 28, 2019. If the waiver is denied, the current schedule requires us to submit the Consistency Determination to the Commission on or before April 1, 2019, in order to be on the agenda for the May 8-10, 2019 Commission meeting. 



8. Positions of affected stakeholders:  Members of the public who want the opportunity to comment on the consistency of the project with the Commission’s Coastal Plan will support this time extension because a meeting location closer to the Bay Area will facilitate their participation in the public process. 



9. Other relevant considerations:  Delaying the ROD until late July would not affect project implementation because the Service does not have funds to implement this project this year.   



10. Attachments: Spreadsheet with current and new proposed project timeline.  





Granted: ______________________________	Date: ______________________



[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Denied: _______________________________	Date: ______________________
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		1

		FARALLON MOUSE ERADICATION NEPA timeline (as of 03/21/2019)

		

		

		



		2

		

		Target Date

		Comment

		Proposed Revised Schedule



		3

		Project Briefing to the Review Team

		

		

		Done

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

4

		Review Team provides comments to Project Team (day of the briefing and up to 5 business days

following)

		3/1/2019

		

Done

		



		5

		Review Team approval

		3/1/2019

		Done

		



		6

		Delegated SES (Regional Director) signs and approves FEIS and NOA

		3/4/2019

		Done

		



		7

		File FEIS with EPA

		3/8/2019

		Done

		



		8

		Federal Register Notices Published - (Friday of the week following filing with EPA)

		

		

		Done

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		9

		Final EIS wait period - 30 days

		4/15/2019

		

		



		

10

		Submit Consistency Determination to the Coastal Commission (Coastal Commission has 60-75 days

to review the Determination, but need to allow 90 days for review)

		3/15/2019

		

		

4/26/2019



		

11

		Coastal Commission hearing on Consistency Determination

		April 10-12, 2019

(Salinas, CA)

		

		

July 10-12, 2019 (San Luis Obispo)



		







12

		ROD Clearance Process - EIS Project Team sends a one-page notice to the Review Team seeking objections to Final ROD approval. Notice includes: 1) a brief discussion on any substantive issues that arose during the Final EIS notice period, 2) the Final ROD text, and 3) confirmation that it did not change from what was initially reviewed, or advise of any outstanding issues that need to be addressed, such as protest resolutions or Governor's Consistency Review objections.

		6/17/2019

		

		









7/17/2019



		13

		Review Team has 3 days to request an oral briefing or object to the ROD.

		6/19/2019

		

		7/19/2019



		14

		Regional Director signs ROD and Notice of Availability (NOA)

		6/20/2019

		

		7/23/2019



		15

		ROD NOA sent to Federal Register for publication

		6/20/2019

		

		7/23/2019








Sheet1

		FARALLON MOUSE ERADICATION NEPA timeline (as of 03/21/2019)

				Target Date		Comment		Proposed Revised Schedule

		Project Briefing to the Review Team		2/22/19		Done

		Review Team provides comments to Project Team (day of the briefing and up to 5 business days following)		3/1/19		Done

		Review Team approval		3/1/19		Done

		Delegated SES (Regional Director) signs and approves FEIS and NOA		3/4/19		Done

		File FEIS with EPA		3/8/19		Done

		Federal Register Notices Published - (Friday of the week following filing with EPA)		3/15/19		Done

		Final EIS wait period - 30 days		4/15/19

		Submit Consistency Determination to the Coastal Commission (Coastal Commission has 60-75 days to review the Determination, but need to allow 90 days for review)		3/15/19				4/26/19

		Coastal Commission hearing on Consistency Determination		April 10-12, 2019 (Salinas, CA)				July 10-12, 2019 (San Luis Obispo)

		ROD Clearance Process - EIS Project Team sends a one-page notice to the Review Team seeking objections to Final ROD approval. Notice includes: 1) a brief discussion on any substantive issues that arose during the Final EIS notice period, 2) the Final ROD text, and 3) confirmation that it did not change from what was initially reviewed, or advise of any outstanding issues that need to be addressed, such as protest resolutions or Governor's Consistency Review objections.		6/17/19				7/17/19

		Review Team has 3 days to request an oral briefing or object to the ROD.		6/19/19				7/19/19

		Regional Director signs ROD and Notice of Availability (NOA)		6/20/19				7/23/19

		ROD NOA sent to Federal Register for publication		6/20/19				7/23/19





		PERMITS		Start Date		End Date		Comment

		DOI Actions

		Migratory Bird Treaty Act Special Purpose permit						No longer need this permit.

		NHPA Sec. 106 consultation		3/15/19		Prior to project implementation

		NON-DOI Actions

		ESA Consultation - NOAA-NMFS		2/27/19		6/15/19

		Magnuson-Stevens Act		2/27/19		6/15/19

		Marine Mammal Protection Act Incidental Harassment Authorization		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		Consultation to Protect National Marine Sanctuaries		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		State and other permits (not included in NEPA and Permit Tracking Database)

		CZMA - Coastal Consistency Determination		3/15/19		6/15/19		CCC meeting 10-12 April in Salinas.

		CWA - NPDES (Regional Water Quality Board)		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		CA State: Collection permit (CDFW)		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		CA State: pesticide use (unlikely to be needed)		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		CA Special closure permits (CDFW)		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		Marine Life Protection Act - Marine Take permits (CDFW)		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation

		Permit to store and use pyrotechniques		Prior to project implementation		Prior to project implementation









Date: Wed, Mar 13, 2019 at 10:08 AM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Revised Draft Consistency Determination
To: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Cc: Anne Morkill <Anne_Morkill@fws.gov>, Barbara Goodyear
<barbara.goodyear@sol.doi.gov>, Delaplaine, Mark@Coastal
<Mark.Delaplaine@coastal.ca.gov>, Weber, John@Coastal <john.weber@coastal.ca.gov>

Hi Gerry,

Here are the questions regarding the draft consistency determination. I acknowledge that this
information might be in the FEIS (which I have not opened up yet) but it would be helpful to
also include in appropriate sections of the CD.

What is the estimate for the number of days it will take to complete the operation, given good
weather and no unexpected problems arising?

Are there any other non-target wildlife mortality estimates besides those for California gulls?

How many raptors do you expect to hold/translocate during the operation? Where will this
occur?

What is the estimate for the number of days you expect it will take to manually remove
carcasses and bait?

How many bait stations do you expect to establish? Can these locations be mapped?

Will you provide the CCC staff copies of the final monitoring plan, final operational plan, and
the bait spill and non-target contingency plans prior to the start of operations so that we can
review and provide comments?

Along with the formal CD submittal, please include a mailing/noticing list for the project.

Regarding scheduling the CD for Commission action, as we discussed there is no Commission
meeting in the immediate SF Bay Area until November (the April meeting is in Salinas but
staff reports must be completed next week and so that is not an option). If the CD is submitted
as you indicated on or around March 15, the 75-day time period for Commission action would
run through around the end of May. This would require taking the CD to the Commission at its
Oxnard meeting in May, not ideal given the distance from the Bay Area and the expected
interest in the project. A time extension by the Service to get to the June meeting in San Diego
is clearly even less ideal. A time extension to get to the July meeting in San Luis Obispo is
what we believe is most appropriate. While we understand that your goal is to have the ROD
signed by June 17, and that you need to have Commission action on the CD completed before
signing the ROD, we hope that the Service will be able to extend that deadline by one month.
Let’s discuss at your convenience. Best regards,

Larry

Larry Simon

Federal Consistency Coordinator

mailto:gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov
mailto:Anne_Morkill@fws.gov
mailto:barbara.goodyear@sol.doi.gov
mailto:Mark.Delaplaine@coastal.ca.gov
mailto:john.weber@coastal.ca.gov


Energy, Ocean Resources and

Federal Consistency Division

California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000

San Francisco, CA 94105-2219

(415) 904-5288

larry.simon@coastal.ca.gov

www.coastal.ca.gov

From: McChesney, Gerry [mailto:gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2019 1:11 PM
To: Simon, Larry@Coastal
Cc: Anne Morkill; Barbara Goodyear
Subject: Revised Draft Consistency Determination

Dear Larry,

Attached is a revised Draft Consistency Determination for your pre-review and pre-release
copy of the South Farallon Islands house mouse eradication FEIS. The FEIS is scheduled for
public release this Friday, March 15. Since it is not yet available to the public, we ask that you
do not share the FEIS outside of your immediate staff until it is published on March 15.

We look forward to your comments. Thank you.

Gerry

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge and
Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1 Marshlands Road, Fremont, CA 94555
Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 222, cell: 510-435-9151
Email: Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/murre/murrehome.htm

Follow us on Facebook!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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