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To Sally Esposito <sally.esposito@islandconservation.org>
cc Amy Carter <amy.carter@islandconservation.org>,

Brad Keitt <brad.keitt@islandconservation.org>, Dan
Grout <dan.grout@islandconservation.org>,
"Doug_Cordell@fws.gov" <Doug_Cordell@fws.gov>,
"Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov"
<Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov>, Melissa Pitkin
<mpitkin@prbo.org>, Richard Griffiths
<richard.griffiths@islandconservation.org>

Subject Farallon Scoping public comments

Hello everyone,

Attached are the comments we received last Thursday night at our scoping
presentation. 

Thanks again everybody for the help!

Zach
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Scoping Meeting on South Farallon Islands Nonnative Mouse Eradication Project

Public Comments, Questions and Concerns

May 12, 2011



Need For Action- Notes and Questions



1. Mouse sterilization as an alternative to rodenticide.  Any option over rodenticide.

2. Partner with pesticide manufacturer’s to create better/ safer products for eradications.

3. Do the studies available confirm the need for this project?

4. Make Scoping comments/ any activity from 2006 available to the public.

5. Consider other toxicants in pre-project planning studies- can’t just evaluate brodifacoum.

Environmental Concerns- Notes and Questions



1. Aerial application: What are the impacts to water/ocean impacts of rodenticide to fish, food web, and marine life?

2. How long does rodenticide stay in target animal (persistence in animal/ environment)

3. Believes there will be “collateral damage” and secondary uptake

4. What about sterilization methods?

5. What are the water quality impacts?

6. What if you do nothing?

7. What about a less toxic poison?

8. What are the safest measures to protect non-target species?

9. What studies are you basing your decision on? Make available to the public online.

10. Why did scoping only present a limited number of the possible alternatives?

11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are you aware of failed BUOW translocation attempts?  Why not just translocate the owls?

12. What are the impacts of the mice on the islands plants

13. What is the efficacy of traps?

14. What are you doing to control invasive plants?

15. What is the amount of rodenticide planned?

16. Don’t think you can get 100% eradication.  Can we provide studies that show success?

17. Any studies on rodenticide impacts on amphibians & inverts (provide studies)

18. Analyze impacts to passerines

19. Incorporate lessons learned from the Rat Island project

20. What if we reduce the food source for the mice? Can we discourage the owls?

21. What other factors are affecting ASSP (other than mice)?  How can we reduce/ respond to these impacts?

22. How to reduce impacts to gulls and raptors from secondary uptake?

23. Where else do ASSP’s breed?

24. Include description, life history and threats to the ASSP’s

25. What are the impacts to the ASSP from WEGU’s



Removal Methods- Notes and Questions



1. Alternatives to rodenticide need to be explore further

2. What would the duration of exposure to rodenticide be?

3. Efforts to remove mice after exposure should be considered to avoid secondary exposure

4. Considering hazing of scavengers/ predators to discourage consumption of mice that have been expose to the Rodenticide

5. What is the Half Life of Brodifacoum?  How long will it be present in the environment?

6. Could something be built that would cause the mice to gather making them easier to collect? (i.e. Strychnine causes rodents to seek out water)

7. Concerns about bioaccumulation of rodenticide and stability in environment.  ( Would like to see more documentation of the risk level of different compounds)

8. What are lessons learned from Rat Island and Anancapa and what will be done differently on the Farallones?

9. What level of success can be guaranteed? (100 % eradication? And what % is considered acceptable?)

10. Concerns about what the project will cost

11. When would the rodenticide be applied? At peak of the population or at the seasonal low?

12. Public safety issues to address: i.e. whale watching boats during the eradication







--------------------------------------------
Zach Coffman
Wildlife Refuge Specialist
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510-377-5926
9500 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560


