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Luckenbach Oil Spill



The Final Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan was completed in November 2006 and a restoration-based damage claim requesting approximately $24 million for 14 restoration projects was submitted to the Coast Guard’s National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC).   The claim was submitted to the NPFC because there is not a viable responsible party for this case that involves chronic releases of oil from a ship that sank off the coast of San Francisco in 1953.  The Trustees achieved three adjudications for a total of $23,380,892 and have been implementing restoration.  



The restoration actions for the Luckenbach case include: protection of loons on the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge; reduction of disturbance to nesting grebes at northern California lakes; rhinoceros auklet nesting habitat restoration on Año Nuevo Island;  education and outreach regarding sea otter pathogens; restoration of common murres to Reading Rock; House mouse eradication on the Farallon Island National Wildlife Refuge to benefit Ashy storm petrels; Sooty shearwater colony protection in New Zealand;  protection of seabirds in Baja California; restoration of dunes at Point Reyes National Seashore; seabird colony protection program along the central California Coast; Corvid management at Point Reyes National Seashore;  rat eradication at the Queen Charlotte Islands; old growth redwood habitat acquisition and Corvid management to benefit marbled murrelets, a listed species.  



The Yukon Delta NWR began work in 2009 at Kokechick flats to reduce disturbance through education and conservation planning to a 30,000-acre area.  The area falls within the boundaries of the refuge and is private land administered by the Sea Lion Corporation, an Alaska Native Village Corporation.  This project is funded for 10 years.  However, implementation of this project is on hold while Yukon Delta NWR works to resolve issues with the native Sea Lion Corporation. 



The Luckenbach Trustee Council also funded the Seabird Colony Protection Project in FY11, replacing the majority of funding previously provided by the Command Trustee Council.  The Seabird Disturbance Reduction Project protects, through outreach to boaters and pilots, seabird colonies at Devil’s Slide, Point Reyes, Drake’s Bay, and Castle/Hurricane Rocks that together occupy approximately 13 miles of coastline (approximately 500 acres of nesting habitat).  This project is funded for a total of 20 years. The Service (San Francisco Bay NWR Complex) is the lead on the surveillance and monitoring portion of this effort.  



The Luckenbach Trustee Council funded installation of a barrier to exclude sea lions from 1.2 acres of nesting habitat for rhinocerous auklets at Ano Nuevo Island.  The Barrier was installed in 2011. This is a multi-year project.



The Council provided funds to the California Department of Parks and Recreation to benefit the endangered marbled murrelet.  The goal of this project is to enhance marbled murrelet nesting success by reducing predation by corvids on marbled murrelet eggs and chicks. The funds are used to implement outreach, garbage control measures, and corvid removal to reduce corvid populations in marbled murrelet nesting areas in Big Basin, Butano, and Portola Redwoods State Parks and Memorial County Park in the Santa Cruz Mountains. This multi-year project continued in FY2011. Benefits are difficult to quantify in terms of acres, but could extend to the entire parklands (18,000 acres for Big Basin State Park, 4,800 acres for Butano State Park, 2,608 for Portola Redwoods and 500 acres for Memorial County Park) or be limited to the immediate vicinity of campgrounds (approximately 135 acres).  



The Luckenbach Trustee Council funded restoration of 121 acres of coastal dune habitat at Point Reyes National Seashore to support threatened western snowy plover and endangered Tidestrom’s lupine and beach layia.  The project includes removal removal of invasive European beachgrass and revegation with native plants.  The project was completed in FY2011. 



The corvid control project at Pt Reyes National Seashore is to benefit common murres, a type of seabird killed by the Luckenbach spills.  Common murre colonies at Rt Reyes experience a high level of nest predation by Ravens.  Studies show that ravens responsible for the predation are strongly affiliated with nearby cattle ranches where the ravens feed on grain and carcasses from ranch operations.  The Trustee Council provide funds in FY 2011 to remove debris covering 100 acres on ranches in the Point Reyes Headlands to reduce raven presence.  



Dune restoration at Pt Reyes National Seashore to benefit the threatened western snowy plover began in FY2011.  This project involves removal of several invasive non-native plant species in the dunes including European beach grass to restore the dunes for nesting and wintering snowy plovers.  



  Stuyvesant Oil Spill



This case involves a 1999 oil spill in the Pacific Ocean offshore of Humboldt Bay.  The restoration planning phase was completed in FY07 and implementation of restoration actions began in FY08.  Because of similarities between the injuries and restoration projects for this case and the Kure Oil Spill (described below), and because the Trustees are the same agencies for both cases, a single Trustee Council is overseeing restoration for both cases.  



As part of the Stuyvesant settlement the Responsible Parties purchased a conservation easement on 634-acres of redwood forest that includes 135 acres of old growth nesting habitat for the threatened marbled murrelet, one of the bird species most severely impacted by the spill.  The Responsible Parties completed the acquisition of the conservation easement in 2008.  The holder of the conservation easement, Save the Redwoods League (SRL), actively manages the easement through funding from the settlement.   



The settlement also provides nearly $1.975 million for additional restoration projects which include: reducing the population of crows and ravens, major predators of endangered marbled murrelet nests at Redwood National Park; wetland restoration in the McDaniel Slough Marsh near Arcata; improving Western snowy plover habitat along coastal dunes at Little River State Beach and the South Spit of Humboldt Bay; protection of grebe nesting colonies at northern California lakes; protection of roosting sites for brown pelicans; recreational improvements at Palmer’s Point; and restoring the common murre colony at Reading Rock.  The Service and the California Department of Fish and Game started implementing most of these restoration projects in FY08 and continued in 2012.  



Of note, Trustee Council funded re-vegetation and retreatment to remove invasive European beach grass on over 40 acres of near shore dunes at Little River State Beach, in Humboldt County to benefit nesting habitat used by the threatened Western snowy plover. This project was completed in FY2011.  The Stuyvesant Trustee Council provided funding for predator management actions affecting 48 acres at the South Spit of Humboldt Bay, 24 acres of which were cleared of European beach grass in 2010.  This project directly benefits habitat used by Western snowy plovers for nesting and was completed in FY2011.



The Stuyvesant Trustee Council funded Redwood National and State Parks to implement visitor education activities and replace wildlife proof food storage lockers and trashcans to reduce corvid populations and predation on marbled murrelet nests.  This multi-year project continued in FY11.  The corvid/murrelet education program message is 1) given by roving rangers in all campgrounds as well as at targeted high use areas with known corvid congregations, 2) included in the visitor centers and all park publications, and 3) posted on signs at all picnic tables and bulletin boards at all facilities throughout all sections of the park.  Therefore, benefits could extend to all 41,000 acres of suitable murrelet habitat within the park.  Conservatively, benefits could extend to 1,240 acres that are in the immediate vicinity of campgrounds and high visitation areas in old growth habitat.  The latter number was used for the performance measure.  



The Stuyvesant Trustee Council funded the Palmer’s Point Enhancement project at Patrick’s Point State Park to provide facilities and trail enhancement and increased interpretation and educational opportunities for rocky intertidal habitat.  Construction of the trail and viewing areas was completed in 2011. A DVD on tide pools was produced for local teachers and their 1,500 students who visit Palmer’s Point tide pools as part of their curriculum each year.  Guided tours of the tide pools were conducted for the public to provide information on tide pool etiquette and safety, marine mammals, and intertidal species occupying the 20 acres of rocky intertidal habitat at Palmer’s Point.



5)  Kure Oil Spill



This case involves a 1997 oil spill in Humboldt Bay.  The case was settled in FY08 and a Final Restoration Plan was completed.  The settlement included purchase of a conservation easement on forested land containing marbled murrelet nesting habitat.  The easement precludes timber harvesting and other disruptive activity in perpetuity on 87 acres of old growth redwood forest and 198 acres of second growth forest and includes active management of the easement by SRL.  The settlement also provides $2.42 million for additional restoration projects which include: reducing the population of crows and ravens in murrelet nesting areas at Redwood National Park; wetland restoration at McDaniel Slough near Arcata; protection of Western and Clark’s grebe nesting colonies at northern California lakes; protection of roosting sites for Brown pelicans; and restoring the Common murre colony at Reading Rock.  Because of similarities between the injuries and restoration projects for this case and the Stuyvesant Oil Spill (described above), a single Trustee Council is overseeing restoration for both cases. Projects discussed in the Section above for the Stuyvesant Spill are also funded by the Kure Trustee Council with the exception of projects to benefit western snowy plovers.



Fencing of emergent marsh fringe to protect nesting habitat from further degradation and disturbance by cattle began under the Lake Earl Western Grebe project funded by the Kure Trustee Council.  Lake Earl is the largest coastal lagoon in California.  Approximately 128 acres of marsh will benefit from the fencing which is immediately adjacent to the northeastern western grebe nesting area on the lake.



11)  Chevron Castro Cove



[bookmark: _GoBack]Prior to 1987, Chevron Products Company discharged wastewater from its petroleum refinery directly to Castro Cove, a small embayment within San Pablo Bay. Sediments in the cove were contaminated with mercury and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. The Trustees began a cooperative assessment with Chevron.  In FY10 a settlement was reached for a total of $2.85 million and the Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan was finalized.  The settlement includes $1 million for the Breuner Marsh restoration project and $1.65 million for the Cullinan Ranch project at San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge.   Implementation of the Cullinan Ranch Project began in FY12….. (provide a sentence or two of info).  Implementation of the Bruener Marsh project is expected in …..




