From: Dan Grout

To: Doug Cordell@fws.gov; Gerry McChesney@fws.gov; Melissa Pitkin

Cc: Gabrielle Feldman; Sally Esposito; Amy Carter; Goldstein, Kathleen; Madeleine Pott; Tommy Hall; Russell
Bradley; Jonathan Shore@fws.gov; Brad Keitt; Jim Tietz; Rachel Wolstenholme

Subject: FW: Farallon Trial Communications

Date: 11/14/2012 03:26 PM

Attachments: 2012 Fall Avian Trial Fact Sheet-DRAFT-DG.docx

Doug/Gerry/Melissa:

I wanted to follow up on the Trial Communication action items from our last Farallon Communications Meeting.
| sent everyone a page of Trial “Factoids” a couple weeks ago to be developed into various end products by you all.

Kathleen is drafting a few media bullets for incoming inquiries
e Amy is working on updating the FAQs

e Doug & Jonathan were to develop a develop a Limited Advisory announcement from the USFWS for the
FAA, S.F. Coast Guard, and a few Farallon area tour boat operators....Doug: what is the status of these?

e Melissa or Gerry were to make a call to the Marine Mammal Center to brief them on the trial: Shelby
Stout could be a good MMC contact (@ 415-289-7326)

Could you all please complete your tasks by Friday this week?

Please Cc the team with your end products, as next week is a short one (Thanksgiving holidays), and the following
Monday after turkeyday many of us will be traveling to San Francisco to load the boat for the trial! A final Trial Plan
will be likely be available for your review by Monday, should you need it....it will have the correct acknowledgements
for all the funders and cooperators in this Trial...We will want to correctly mention all whom have helped out in any
public announcement.

Thanks again!

Dan Grout

From: Dan Grout

Sent: Monday, November 05, 2012 4:24 PM

To: 'Goldstein, Kathleen'; 'Doug_Cordell@fws.gov'; 'Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov';
'Jonathan_Shore@fws.gov'; Amy Carter; Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov; jennifer_heroux@fws.gov; Melissa
Pitkin; Gabrielle Feldman; Sally Esposito

Cc: Richard Griffiths; Brad Keitt; 'Russell Bradley'; Madeleine Pott; Tommy Hall; Rachel Wolstenholme
Subject: Farallon Trial Communications

Ahoy Team Farallon!

Attached, for your review and comments is a page of Trial “Factoids” and contacts | wrote, to be
used for the communiqués we discussed today at our Communication Team Meeting (Doug and
Jonathan were to develop Limited Advisories to the FAA, Coast Guard, and tour boat operators, and
Amy/Melissa/Doug were to use these for responses to any press/public inquiries).

When you develop any communication products from these, please notify the Team so that we can
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Draft



Limited Public Advisory Facts Regarding the Farallon Island Research Trial of Nov. 27 - Dec. 17, 2012



A wildlife research trial is to be conducted on the South Farallon Islands of the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge from November 27, 2012 to December 17, 2012.  The field research is designed to explore ways to restore the Farallon Islands ecosystem while minimizing any impacts to native wildlife.  The field trial is being led by the USFWS, PRBO Conservation Science, and Island Conservation, with assistance from the Oiled Wildlife Care Network and USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services.   



The Farallon Islands harbor the largest island breeding seabird colony in the continental U.S., but invasive House mice (Mus musculus) are causing significant impacts to the IUCN-Endangered Ashy Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma homochroa) and other native and endemic species of the Farallon ecosystem. The USFWS is conducting this trial as part of the planning process for a proposal to remove introduced mice as part of the Farallon Restoration Project, with a focus on avoiding, minimizing and mitigating any impacts on native wildlife.   



The proposed trial operation will occur at a time of year when no seabird breeding is occurring, and when most resident seabirds are not even present on the island.  A few roosting Western Gulls (Larus occidentalis) may be present on the island at this time.  The research and monitoring trial will attempt to disperse these gulls from the island using avian hazing techniques that have been successful in hazing gulls from airports, landfills and sensitive seabird colonies on throughout the U.S., including the use of spotlights, lasers, kites, flares, pyrotechnics and sound-making devices.  Unusual lights and sounds may be detectable emanating from the islands and could be visible from shipping lanes and by boaters.



The U.S. Coast Guard has been notified of the trial, and mariners should be careful not to confuse the flares and pyrotechnics being used on the South Farallon Islands itself with any emergency signal flares used by boaters in distress at sea.  A small private helicopter may also be used to survey the island’s birds and marine mammals and to monitor their reaction to the avian dispersal methods being trialed.



One of the primary trial goals is to determine what techniques might be required to temporarily haze any loafing/roosting gulls from the Farallon Islands to reduce impacts to gulls and other birds.  The avian monitoring and hazing techniques being tested on the islands during this trial may eventually be of use to local and international wildlife care organizations involved in the monitoring and prevention of oiled seabirds and other wildlife, in the event of an oil spill, when seabirds may need to be excluded from an oiled or hazardous area. 



This avian hazing trial has been funded by the Luckenbach Trustee Council, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Oiled Wildlife Care Network.  Staffing for the hazing trial will be provided primarily by the Farallon Restoration Project Partners (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, PRBO Conservation Science and Island Conservation) with the assistance of professional expert hazing staff from OWCN and USDA-APHIS.  Required federal permits and authorizations for the trial activities have been applied for, including from the USFWS, NOAA-NMFS, ATF, FAA and Gulf of the Farallon Marine Sanctuary. 



For more information, visit the project website (http://www.restorethefarallones.org/), or contact:





Gerry McChesney, Manager, Farallon National Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex, 1 Marshlands Road, Fremont, CA 94555
Phone: 510-792-0222, ext. 222, cell: 510-435-9151
Email: Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov


Doug Cordell, Public Affairs Officer, San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Cell: (510) 774-4080; Office: (510) 792-0222, x 143
email: doug_cordell@fws.gov

Melissa Pitkin, Education and Outreach Director, PRBO Conservation Science

3820 Cypress Drive, Suite 11, Petaluma, CA 94954. 831-423-3277. mpitkin@prbo.org

www.prbo.org 



or 



Amy Carter, Philanthropy & Communications Manager, Island Conservation

(831) 359-4787 ext.104; or (831) 359-6004 



 






share any products with our additional partners in this trial (OWCN and USDA-APHIS).

Dan Grout

Farallon Project Manager, Island Conservation
University of California, Santa Cruz

Long Marine Lab - 100 Shaffer Rd

Santa Cruz, California 95060 USA

mobile: 831-420-7825

skype: dan_grout

email: dan.grout@islandconservation.or

web: www.islandconservation.org
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ISLAND CONSERVATION

Preventing Extinctions

"Island Conservation is the world's most effective organization
in terms of species saved from extinction per dollar spent."
- Michael Soule, Cofounder, the Society for Conservation Biology


mailto:alex.wegmann@islandconservation.org
http://www.islandconservation.org/

