
From: McChesney, Gerry
To: Pete Warzybok
Cc: Nadav Nur
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 8:18:15 AM
Attachments: ASSP Capture rate trend analysis update_Final.docx

ASSP Capture rate trend analysis update_Final.pdf

Thank you, Pete and Nadav! I hope you don't mind, but I updated the report date to Dec. 1
since that is the actual final report date. See attached in both Word and PDF.

I'll be submitting this to the Coastal Commission for their review and potential inclusion in
their report.

Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands NWR & Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Marshlands Rd., Fremont CA 94555
510-435-9151 (cell)
gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

From: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Sent: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 7:35 AM
To: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
Hey Gerry,
Here is the final version. I accepted the edit and removed the comments.
Thanks,
Pete

From: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 5:57 PM
To: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
Thanks, Pete. I have one last suggested edit at the bottom of the text. Please accept or
modify as appropriate, remove all comments, and send the final version.
Thanks so much.
Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands NWR & Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Marshlands Rd., Fremont CA 94555
510-435-9151 (cell)

mailto:Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userf56605c3
mailto:nnur@pointblue.org
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

Ashy storm-petrel trends in abundance at the Farallon Islands, 2007-2021: Preliminary update for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge



Nadav Nur Ph.D. and Pete Warzybok – Point Blue Conservation Science, Petaluma, CA

December 1, 2021



[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk88567317]We are providing you a preliminary update on the trend in ashy storm-petrel abundance for the period 2007-2021. In Nur et al. (2019), we analyzed long term ashy storm-petrel capture data from 2000 to 2012 to quantify recent trends in storm-petrel abundance on the Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge. We then used estimates of storm-petrel survival and fecundity, together with the observed trends, to model projected population change up to 20 years into the future, assuming that owl abundance, storm-petrel survival rates, and storm-petrel fecundity remained unchanged from the most recent years in the study, 2009-2012. Given those conditions, we found that the ashy storm-petrel population could be expected to decline by an estimated 38% (± 15%) after 10 years and an estimated 63% (± 13%) after 20 years.

Recently, we had the opportunity to examine the observed capture rates from 2013 to 2021 to ask whether the previously observed declining trend has continued in recent years. To do this, we analyzed an ashy storm-petrel abundance index based on mist-net capture rates from the Farallon Islands and statistically corrected for nighttime visibility (moon phase and cloud cover) and netting date within the breeding season, factors which have been shown to influence capture rates. We then modeled the capture rates for the period of 2007 to 2021 as an index of the population trend during this time. We modeled capture rates since 2007, since this was the first year in which burrowing owl abundance began to increase, with the highest levels of owl abundance observed in the most recent years, i.e., since 2009.

We found that there has been an estimated 2.7% (± 1.1%) per year decline in storm-petrel capture rates since 2007 (P = 0.018), resulting in an estimated cumulative decline in capture rates of 31.8% (± 10.8%; Figure 1). These results demonstrate that the ashy-storm petrel population (as indexed by its capture rates) appears to have continued to decline significantly since years included in the initial modeling effort published in the Service’s Final EIS (USFWS 2019) and Nur et al. (2019). This decline is well within the confidence interval of, and thus consistent with, the original model projection. 

It is noteworthy that the results from the population projection model align well with the results from the analysis of the abundance index based on capture rates because the approaches are quite different. 

For the population projection model, we determined survival rates, how they varied with owl abundance, and combined that with estimates of fecundity to make projections of the change in population size beyond 2012, based on data from 2000 to 2012. In contrast, capture rates do not measure population size directly, but rather provide an index of population trend. While we can expect that capture rates increase as the abundance of storm-petrels increases, other factors also influence the rate at which storm-petrels are caught. Hence for our statistical analysis of capture rates, we controlled for the effects of nighttime visibility and for the time of year within the breeding season, which reflects changes in the flight behavior of ashy storm-petrels, and thus their susceptibility to capture. Controlling for these two factors provided us with robust estimates of changes in the abundance-index over time, which support the estimates of prospective population change reported in Nur et al. (2019).



[bookmark: _Hlk88570730]We note that these results are considered preliminary and have not been peer reviewed. These analyses should be cited as Point Blue Conservation Science, unpublished data. 

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk88570940]Figure 1.  Estimated trend in ashy storm-petrel abundance index, 2007-2021, based on statistical model for capture rates (birds caught per net-hour, n = 93 netting sessions). 95% CI shown in shading. The abundance index is on natural-log scale. Individual values (filled circles) are year-specific estimates based on a statistical model controlling for visibility and netting date. 
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Ashy storm-petrel trends in abundance at the Farallon Islands, 2007-2021: Preliminary update 
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Farallon Islands National Wildlife Refuge 


 
Nadav Nur Ph.D. and Pete Warzybok – Point Blue Conservation Science, Petaluma, CA 


December 1, 2021 
 


We are providing you a preliminary update on the trend in ashy storm-petrel abundance for the period 
2007-2021. In Nur et al. (2019), we analyzed long term ashy storm-petrel capture data from 2000 to 
2012 to quantify recent trends in storm-petrel abundance on the Farallon Islands National Wildlife 
Refuge. We then used estimates of storm-petrel survival and fecundity, together with the observed 
trends, to model projected population change up to 20 years into the future, assuming that owl 
abundance, storm-petrel survival rates, and storm-petrel fecundity remained unchanged from the most 
recent years in the study, 2009-2012. Given those conditions, we found that the ashy storm-petrel 
population could be expected to decline by an estimated 38% (± 15%) after 10 years and an estimated 
63% (± 13%) after 20 years. 


Recently, we had the opportunity to examine the observed capture rates from 2013 to 2021 to ask 
whether the previously observed declining trend has continued in recent years. To do this, we analyzed 
an ashy storm-petrel abundance index based on mist-net capture rates from the Farallon Islands and 
statistically corrected for nighttime visibility (moon phase and cloud cover) and netting date within the 
breeding season, factors which have been shown to influence capture rates. We then modeled the 
capture rates for the period of 2007 to 2021 as an index of the population trend during this time. We 
modeled capture rates since 2007, since this was the first year in which burrowing owl abundance began 
to increase, with the highest levels of owl abundance observed in the most recent years, i.e., since 2009. 


We found that there has been an estimated 2.7% (± 1.1%) per year decline in storm-petrel capture rates 
since 2007 (P = 0.018), resulting in an estimated cumulative decline in capture rates of 31.8% (± 10.8%; 
Figure 1). These results demonstrate that the ashy-storm petrel population (as indexed by its capture 
rates) appears to have continued to decline significantly since years included in the initial modeling 
effort published in the Service’s Final EIS (USFWS 2019) and Nur et al. (2019). This decline is well within 
the confidence interval of, and thus consistent with, the original model projection.  


It is noteworthy that the results from the population projection model align well with the results from 
the analysis of the abundance index based on capture rates because the approaches are quite different.  
For the population projection model, we determined survival rates, how they varied with owl 
abundance, and combined that with estimates of fecundity to make projections of the change in 
population size beyond 2012, based on data from 2000 to 2012. In contrast, capture rates do not 
measure population size directly, but rather provide an index of population trend. While we can expect 
that capture rates increase as the abundance of storm-petrels increases, other factors also influence the 
rate at which storm-petrels are caught. Hence for our statistical analysis of capture rates, we controlled 
for the effects of nighttime visibility and for the time of year within the breeding season, which reflects 
changes in the flight behavior of ashy storm-petrels, and thus their susceptibility to capture. Controlling 
for these two factors provided us with robust estimates of changes in the abundance-index over time, 
which support the estimates of prospective population change reported in Nur et al. (2019). 
 







We note that these results are considered preliminary and have not been peer reviewed. These analyses 
should be cited as Point Blue Conservation Science, unpublished data.  


 


Figure 1.  Estimated trend in ashy storm-petrel abundance index, 2007-2021, based on statistical model 
for capture rates (birds caught per net-hour, n = 93 netting sessions). 95% CI shown in shading. The 
abundance index is on natural-log scale. Individual values (filled circles) are year-specific estimates 
based on a statistical model controlling for visibility and netting date.  
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gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

From: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:08 PM
To: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
Hey Gerry,
Here is the revised version.
Thanks,
Pete

From: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 29, 2021 6:43 PM
To: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
Pete and Nadav,
Thanks for the summary of your preliminary results. Attached are some edits and
comments to help clarify some parts of the report.
With regards to the figures, if only one is included, I think my preference is the second
option. But my question to you is, if this were for a publication, which one would you
submit? The other question is whether there is anything wrong with including both? I could
see where it might perhaps create some confusion for some readers. I'll let you decide on
what you think is most appropriate or we can discuss further.
Can you get a revision back to me by Wednesday?
Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands NWR & Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Marshlands Rd., Fremont CA 94555
510-435-9151 (cell)
gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

From: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 29, 2021 9:03 AM
To: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update
We're reviewing and will have some comments to you by the end of the day.
Gerry McChesney
Manager, Farallon Islands NWR & Common Murre Restoration Project
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuge%2Ffarallon_islands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cgerry_mcchesney%40fws.gov%7Ccf92e179f10f4a0f6c6f08d9b4e06653%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637739698208030537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Bjylagg7LLIUf5GJcoeTzqCjO435BcZ6UeacGRKq8FU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSanFranciscoBayNWRComplex&data=04%7C01%7Cgerry_mcchesney%40fws.gov%7Ccf92e179f10f4a0f6c6f08d9b4e06653%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637739698208040489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=vZ07I5W37%2B1VFosXMuWHnADUpvlVmTcvBJINBYyk6ss%3D&reserved=0
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1 Marshlands Rd., Fremont CA 94555
510-435-9151 (cell)
gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/farallon_islands/
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SanFranciscoBayNWRComplex

From: Pete Warzybok <pwarzybok@pointblue.org>
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 8:45 AM
To: McChesney, Gerry <gerry_mcchesney@fws.gov>
Cc: Nadav Nur <nnur@pointblue.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ashy update

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Hey Gerry,
Here is a summary of the recent Ashy storm-petrel trends based on analysis of the capture rates. Let
us know if you have any questions.
There are 2 versions of the figure presented. The first shows just the trend with confidence interval.
The second shows the same but with the individual year capture rates plotted as well.
Thanks,
Pete
---------------------------------------------------------
Pete Warzybok
Senior Marine Ecologist, Farallon Program Leader
& Farallon Patrol Coordinator
Point Blue Conservation Science
3820 Cypress Drive, Suite 11, Petaluma, CA 94954
415-233-1384 (work)
415-367-7482 (island)
www.pointblue.org | Follow Point Blue on Facebook!
Point Blue—Conservation science for a healthy planet.
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