From: Johnson, Aran

To: Alt, Nicole

Cc: Becker, Scott A

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jan 12 meeting

Date: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 3:32:52 PM
Attachments: Final WS DNR Wildlife USFWS 10j.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Nicole,

Good afternoon. | wanted to touch base as we’re about a week out from our Council meeting on
10(j).  wasn’t sure if you had a copy of the meeting packet so | thought I'd send that along. In terms
of run-of-show typically we’ll do some introductions and then I'll read the cover memo and maybe
make a couple remarks at which point I'll had it over to you to run through your information. Of
course Council can change this order as they see fit, but we’ll just roll with it. | look forward to some
good discussion and Q&A on the proposed rule.

It sounds like the Tribal Council Affairs admin sent you a link so you can attend virtually. Let me know
if you didn’t get that and I'll make sure to make that happen. If you do have it, please forward that
link on to others on your staff that will be attending. Let me know if you have any other questions or
need anything else from me.

Have a good afternoon,
Aran

Aran Johnson

Wildlife Division Head

(970) 563-0130
ajohnson@southernute-nsn.gov
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING REQUEST FORM

PERMANENT FUND GROWTH FUND o CASINO o OTHER

Tuesday Regular Meeting 0 Special Meeting O Work Session 8
(20 minutes or less) (30+ minutes) (30+ minutes-Discussion/no action)

MEETING INFORMATION

1) Requesting Department/Division:_NaturalResources Wildlife
2) Submittal Date:_12/6/2022 subject: Wolf reintroductionl0(j) discussiorwith USFW<E

3) Action Requested o Council Direction o Informational/Presentation & Tabled Item o
4) Time Required: 1.5Hrs Requested Date:_Januanb @ 9AM
5) Point of Contact Name(s): 1) AranJohnson Number/Ext. 2413

2) Andrew Frost Number/Ext. 2263

FINAL APPROVAL
Permanent Fund:
Executive Officer Signature:

Growth Fund:
Executive Director Signature:

Sky Ute Casino Resort:
General Manager Signature:

COMMENTS/NOTES

This meetingis consideredormal consultatiorwith the US FishandWildlife Service(Service)
regardingthe proposed02310(j) rule to designategraywolvesreintroducednto Coloradoas
anexperimentalponessentigbopulation.The Servicerepresentativewill join virtually.

TRIBAL COUNCIL AFFAIRS CALENDAR ASSIGNMENT

Date: Day:. Time: Location:

Confirmation Signature: Notification Date:






COVER MEMORANDUM

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Graywolf reintroductionwill takeplaceonthe WestSlopeof Coloradoby theendof 2023.The
relisting of thewolf asafederallyendangeredpecieshascomplicatechow theanimalcanbe
managedn the groundby eitherthe Tribe or the state.Oneway the US FishandWildlife Service
(Service)canincreasemanagemeritexibility of anendangeredpeciess to designatet an
experimentahon-essentigbopulationunderthe 10(j) rule. Tribal Councilhasbeeninvolvedin
multiple discussionsvith staff relatedto the 10(j) rule andhasgivenits concurrencehata 10(j)
designations in the bestinterestof the Tribe. Formalgovernmento governmentonsultations
takingplaceto allow dialoguebetweerthe Tribe andthe Serviceon whatis likely to beincluded
in theupcoming202310(j) rule for wolvesreleasednto Coloradoandto promotediscussioron
anyquestionor concernghatthe Tribal Councilmayhave.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT:

Wolf reintroductioninto Coloradoinvolvesbothfederalandstateleadershigoles.Reintroduction
in Coloradais uniquebecause¢his initiative is stateled. Propositionl14requireshatwolvesare
reintroducedntothe westslopeof Coloradoby theendof 2023.As such,ColoradoParksand
Wildlife, the state'swildlife managemerdagencyjs taskedwith carryingoutthereintroduction.
However,because¢hewolf is currentlylistedasfederallyendangeredhe Serviceis taskedwith
working through10(j) designatioraswell asmaintainingenforcementuthorityoveranytakeof
wolves.Formalconsultatiorwith the Serviceis animportantstepin addressingribal concerns
andmaintainingdialogueregardingthe upcominggraywolf reintroductioninto the stateof
Colorado.

RECOMMENDATION FROM DEPARTMENT:

Thepurposeof this Work Sessionis to facilitate formal consultatiorwith the Service . Their
representativewill preseninformationon the 10(j) rule andthe Service'sole in wolf
reintroductionin Colorado.This discussiomwill allow Tribal Councilandtribal staffto ask
guestionsyoice concernsandultimatelydraft formal commentgo the Serviceregardinghe 2023
10(j) rule for wolvesin Colorado.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Agenda
2. ServicePowerPoint
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Southern Ute Tribal Leadership consultation meeting with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the
proposed experimental population designation for gray wolves in Colorado

Draft Agenda

e Introductions
Southern Ute Tribe
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service representatives
e Opening Remarks
Southern Ute Tribe
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service representative
e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service presentation
Discussion (examples provided)
- Difference between state-led reintroduction and federal rule development
- Understanding concerns
- What actions are important?
e Follow up items
e Next steps and scheduling another meeting
e Closing remarks
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Southern Ute Tribe





PROPOSED EXPERIMENTAL
POPULATION RULE FOR
THE STATE LED GRAY
WOLF REINTRODUCTION IN
COLORADO






U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

BRIEFING OVERVIEW

Proposed experimental population
» Background
» Proposed Regulations
» Timeline






Colorado voters approved wolf
reintroduction.

Colorado is required to

reintroduce wolves by December
BACKGROUND - s 31, 2023.

State requested an experimental

STATE LED population rule.

REINTRODUCTION
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WOLVES ARE
FEDERALLY

PROTECTED IN
COLORADO L - TR

Northern Rocky Mountains DPS

fegal boundary

Mexican wolf Non-Essential Expenmental
Population boundary

A State of Minnesota = Threatened

Rest of US and Mexico = Endangered
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MANAGEMENT
FLEXIBILITY
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APPLY TO ALL

OF COLORADO
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PROPOSED RULE
OVERVIEW

» State is likely to reintroduce 30-45
animals from the states where
wolves are not federally protected

» Take prohibitions like previous
federally led reintroductions

» Authorizes the state and tribes to
manage wolves consistent with the
rule

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE

ERVICE






PROPOSED
RULE
OVERVIEW

Deterrence actions
» No injury to the animal
» Possible injury

When can a wolf be killed?
> Self defense

> Defense of human life and
safety

» Caught in the act attacking
livestock

» Repeated depredations

Possible take of wolves if
significant impacts to wild
ungulate populations are
documented






Accelerated timeline

Federal Register Publication of
draft rule and draft EIS
anticipated in January 2023

Public comment period

Final EIS and final rule by fall
2023

Final rule completed and
effective by December 31,
2023
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		comments field: This meeting is considered formal consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) regarding the proposed 2023 10(j) rule to designate gray wolves reintroduced into Colorado as an experimental, nonessential population. The Service representatives will join virtually.
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		Executive Summary: Gray wolf reintroduction will take place on the West Slope of Colorado by the end of 2023. The relisting of the wolf as a federally endangered species has complicated how the animal can be managed on the ground by either the Tribe or the state. One way the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) can increase management flexibility of an endangered species is to designate it an experimental non-essential population under the 10(j) rule. Tribal Council has been involved in multiple discussions with staff related to the 10(j) rule and has given its concurrence that a 10(j) designation is in the best interest of the Tribe. Formal government to government consultation is taking place to allow dialogue between the Tribe and the Service on what is likely to be included in the upcoming 2023 10(j) rule for wolves released into Colorado and to promote discussion on any questions or concerns that the Tribal Council may have.

		Background Statement: Wolf reintroduction into Colorado involves both federal and state leadership roles. Reintroduction in Colorado is unique because this initiative is state led. Proposition 114 requires that wolves are reintroduced onto the west slope of Colorado by the end of 2023. As such, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the state's wildlife management agency, is tasked with carrying out the reintroduction. However, because the wolf is currently listed as federally endangered, the Service is tasked with working through 10(j) designation as well as maintaining enforcement authority over any take of wolves. Formal consultation with the Service is an important step in addressing tribal concerns and maintaining dialogue regarding the upcoming gray wolf reintroduction into the state of Colorado.

		Reccommendation From Department: The purpose of this Work Session is to facilitate formal consultation with the Service. Their representatives will present information on the 10(j) rule and the Service's role in wolf reintroduction in Colorado. This discussion will allow Tribal Council and tribal staff to ask questions, voice concerns, and ultimately draft formal comments to the Service regarding the 2023 10(j) rule for wolves in Colorado.
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