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 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Nicole,
Good afternoon. I wanted to touch base as we’re about a week out from our Council meeting on
10(j). I wasn’t sure if you had a copy of the meeting packet so I thought I’d send that along. In terms
of run-of-show typically we’ll do some introductions and then I’ll read the cover memo and maybe
make a couple remarks at which point I’ll had it over to you to run through your information. Of
course Council can change this order as they see fit, but we’ll just roll with it. I look forward to some
good discussion and Q&A on the proposed rule.
 
It sounds like the Tribal Council Affairs admin sent you a link so you can attend virtually. Let me know
if you didn’t get that and I’ll make sure to make that happen. If you do have it, please forward that
link on to others on your staff that will be attending. Let me know if you have any other questions or
need anything else from me.
 
Have a good afternoon,
 
Aran
 
Aran Johnson
Wildlife Division Head
(970) 563-0130
ajohnson@southernute-nsn.gov
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Tuesday Regular Meeting □                    Special Meeting □                    Work Session □ 
(20 minutes or less)                                              (30+ minutes)                                     (30+ minutes-Discussion/no action) 
 
MEETING INFORMATION 


1) Requesting Department/Division:          
2) Submittal Date:  Subject:        
3) Action Requested □     Council Direction □     Informational/Presentation □     Tabled Item □ 
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5) Point of Contact Name(s): 1)       Number/Ext.   
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FINAL APPROVAL 
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Southern Ute Tribal Leadership consultation meeting with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the 
proposed experimental population designation for gray wolves in Colorado 


Draft Agenda 


• Introductions
Southern Ute Tribe 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service representatives 


• Opening Remarks
Southern Ute Tribe 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service representative 


• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service presentation
Discussion (examples provided)
- Difference between state-led reintroduction and federal rule development
- Understanding concerns
- What actions are important?


• Follow up items
• Next steps and scheduling another meeting
• Closing remarks 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Southern Ute Tribe 







PROPOSED EXPERIMENTAL 


POPULATION RULE FOR 


THE STATE LED GRAY 


WOLF REINTRODUCTION IN 


COLORADO







BRIEFING OVERVIEW


Proposed experimental population


➢ Background


➢ Proposed Regulations


➢ Timeline







BACKGROUND –


STATE LED 


REINTRODUCTION


Colorado voters approved wolf 


reintroduction.  


Colorado is required to 


reintroduce wolves by December 


31, 2023.


State requested an experimental 


population rule.







WOLVES ARE 


FEDERALLY 


PROTECTED IN 


COLORADO







WHAT IS AN 


EXPERIMENTAL 


POPULATION 


RULE?







MANAGEMENT 


FLEXIBILITY 


EXPECTED TO 


APPLY TO ALL 


OF COLORADO







PROPOSED RULE 


OVERVIEW


➢ State is likely to reintroduce 30-45 


animals from the states where 


wolves are not federally protected


➢ Take prohibitions like previous 


federally led reintroductions


➢ Authorizes the state and tribes to 


manage wolves consistent with the 


rule







PROPOSED 


RULE 


OVERVIEW


Deterrence actions 


➢ No injury to the animal


➢ Possible injury


When can a wolf be killed?


➢ Self defense


➢ Defense of human life and 


safety


➢ Caught in the act attacking 


livestock


➢ Repeated depredations


Possible take of wolves if 


significant impacts to wild 


ungulate populations are 


documented







NEXT STEPS


• Accelerated timeline


• Federal Register Publication of 


draft rule and draft EIS 


anticipated in January 2023


• Public comment period


• Final EIS and final rule by fall 


2023


• Final rule completed and 


effective by December 31, 


2023







DISCUSSION
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		Work Session: On

		1 Requesting DepartmentDivision:   Natural Resources / Wildlife

		2 Submittal Date:  12/6/2022

		Subject:  Wolf reintroduction 10(j) discussion with USFWS

		3 Action Requested: Off

		Council Direction: Off

		InformationalPresentation: On

		Tabled Item: Off

		4 Time Required:   1.5 Hrs

		Requested Date:  January 5 @ 9AM

		5 Point of Contact Names 1:  Aran Johnson

		NumberExt:   2413

		2: Andrew Frost

		NumberExt_2:   2263

		Date: 

		Date_2: 

		Date_3: 

		comments field: This meeting is considered formal consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) regarding the proposed 2023 10(j) rule to designate gray wolves reintroduced into Colorado as an experimental, nonessential population. The Service representatives will join virtually.



		Date_4: 

		Day: 

		Time: 

		Location: 

		Notification Date: 

		Executive Summary: Gray wolf reintroduction will take place on the West Slope of Colorado by the end of 2023. The relisting of the wolf as a federally endangered species has complicated how the animal can be managed on the ground by either the Tribe or the state. One way the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) can increase management flexibility of an endangered species is to designate it an experimental non-essential population under the 10(j) rule. Tribal Council has been involved in multiple discussions with staff related to the 10(j) rule and has given its concurrence that a 10(j) designation is in the best interest of the Tribe. Formal government to government consultation is taking place to allow dialogue between the Tribe and the Service on what is likely to be included in the upcoming 2023 10(j) rule for wolves released into Colorado and to promote discussion on any questions or concerns that the Tribal Council may have.

		Background Statement: Wolf reintroduction into Colorado involves both federal and state leadership roles. Reintroduction in Colorado is unique because this initiative is state led. Proposition 114 requires that wolves are reintroduced onto the west slope of Colorado by the end of 2023. As such, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the state's wildlife management agency, is tasked with carrying out the reintroduction. However, because the wolf is currently listed as federally endangered, the Service is tasked with working through 10(j) designation as well as maintaining enforcement authority over any take of wolves. Formal consultation with the Service is an important step in addressing tribal concerns and maintaining dialogue regarding the upcoming gray wolf reintroduction into the state of Colorado.

		Reccommendation From Department: The purpose of this Work Session is to facilitate formal consultation with the Service. Their representatives will present information on the 10(j) rule and the Service's role in wolf reintroduction in Colorado. This discussion will allow Tribal Council and tribal staff to ask questions, voice concerns, and ultimately draft formal comments to the Service regarding the 2023 10(j) rule for wolves in Colorado.
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