From: Szuszwalak, Joseph A

To: Nelson, Marjorie (Marj); Small, Stephen M; DeBerry, Drue; Zerrenner, Adam; Conard, Ben; Abbott, Tyler; Darnall, Nathan; Backsen, Sarah; McDowell
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Luginbill, Jason S; Weekley, George M

Cc: Jenkins, Laura A; Zorrilla, Adriana; Sutt, Jessica
Subject: FYSA: Statement on lower-48 gray wolf status
Date: Monday, February 13, 2023 6:21:05 PM

Attachments: 2023 USFWS Gray Wolf Statement.pdf

Good evening,

The Service, SOL, DOJ, and DOI have posted a statement on the gray wolf webpage regarding the 2020 delisting rule,
subsequent court case, and next steps for the status of wolves in the lower 48. This statement is not for proactive
outreach and should only be used to point people to if they inquire.

e Gray wolf (lower 48) webpage: htt

updates
e Direct link to
statement: https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2023%20USFWS%20Gray%20Wolf%20Statement.pdf

o Also attached to this email

NGOs with an interest in the gray wolf may begin proactive outreach now that a court order has been issued, which may
start the public asking questions on social or contacting the call center. All inquiries must be coordinated with Vanessa
Kauffman at HQ OC and myself (Adriana Zorilla will be acting while | am on leave beginning 2/15).

Please let me know if you have any questions
Note: this is in regards to the lower-48 gray wolves entity, separate from the Colorado 10(j) announcement

Joe Szuszwalak (He/Him)

Acting Deputy Assistant Regional Director, Office of Communications
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Mountain-Prairie Region
joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov | 720-557-3848

I acknowledge that | work and live in the lands of the Ute, Arapaho, Cheyenne, and O¢héthi Sakéwin (Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota) Tribes.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Statement on the Gray Wolf in the Lower-48 United States

On November 3, 2020, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published a final rule delisting
the gray wolf everywhere it was listed in the lower-48 United States and Mexico, except
for the Mexican wolf subspecies (85 FR 69778). The rule took effect in January 2021.

On February 10, 2022, that delisting rule was vacated by the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California. As a result, all gray wolves in the lower-48 United States
outside of the Northern Rocky Mountain region are currently protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Multiple parties appealed the district court’s order to the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the parties have been engaged in mediation.

On January 26, 2023, the Circuit Mediator issued an order temporarily staying the
appeals for administrative purposes until February 2, 2024. During the abeyance, the
Service will update the status review for the gray wolf throughout the lower-48 United
States and commence a stakeholder engagement effort. More details regarding
stakeholder engagement will be forthcoming.

By February 2, 2024, the Service intends to submit to the Office of the Federal Register a
proposed rule concerning the listing status of gray wolves in the lower-48 United States
under the Act.






