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Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge Overview of Proposed Aquaculture and Refuge Boundaries
Sequim, Washington
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge Precent and Ranges of Total Birds Surveyed Per Day
Sequim, Washington
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INFORMATION/BRIEFING FOR THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR

SUBJECT


Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s (Tribe) proposed retrieval and surveillance of commercial aquaculture materials and equipment within the boundary of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge).

BACKGROUND

In 2015, the Tribe began the process to reestablish a commercial shellfish operation on 50 acres within the boundary of the Refuge. Commercial shellfish cultivation has not occurred within the Refuge since 2005. The lease tidelands are incorporated into the Refuge by a Use Easement Deed (Deed) from WA Department of Natural Resources. The Deed grants the right to manage the tidelands as a wildlife refuge, and allows the Service to assert limitations on aquaculture leases, providing those limitations are tied to refuge purposes.

Clallam County (County) and WA Department of Ecology have provided 5-year approvals for a pilot commercial operation including 20,000 oyster bags on five acres, and distribution of oysters on an additional 29 acres of tideland. 

DISCUSSION

The US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) is currently reviewing the Tribe’s application for a commercial aquaculture permit. As the federal lead for Section 7 consultation the ACOE has indicated their intent to undertake individual consultation, and is requiring submission of a monitoring and retrieval plan/strategy for culturing equipment and materials (gear). The Tribe’s July 30, 2020, letter requested agreement on their recommended monitoring and retrieval plan/strategy. The Tribe is seeking ESA coverage under the Programmatic Consultation for Corps-Permitted Shellfish Activities in Washington Waters.

The Tribe proposes to monitor and record gear loss within the lease area year round, and coordinate with the Refuge for identification and retrieval of gear from Refuge lands. Access for monitoring and retrieval of gear will require issuance of a Special Use Permit, completion of a Compatibility Determination, and necessary NEPA documentation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to high use of the area by migrating shorebirds and wintering waterfowl, conditions to ensure compatibility (e.g., timing) are necessary to minimize impacts to Refuge resources. Seasonal (May 15 – July 31) access for gear monitoring and retrieval would also meet the needs of Endangered Species falling within the Service’s jurisdiction (i.e., marbled murrelet and bull trout). 

NEXT STEPS

Provide Refuge assistance to further define gear monitoring and retrieval strategies to ensure compatibility with Refuge Purposes and meet ACOE’s request for coordination. Ecological Services will engage in further discussions with ACOE regarding Endangered Species and programmatic coverage.


