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Woooooords, more worrrrrrdds...

Sue Thomas
Wildlife Biologist
Washington Maritime NWRC
715 Holgerson Rd
Sequim, WA  98382
360-457-8451

On Thu, Feb 14, 2019 at 3:15 PM BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownscott@fws.gov>
wrote:

Looks like they have chosen the 20th at 11am.  I am still planning on heading down
on the 19th and staying over night - no need to be stressed out about getting there
on time.  

Here's the briefing paper as it currently stands.  Italicized comments are from
Charlie.  I sure wish he would use track changes.

-jennifer
__________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Refuge Manager
Washington Maritime NWRC
715 Holgerson Rd
Sequim, WA 98382
office: (360) 457-8451 ext.22
fax:    (360) 457-9778
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INFORMATION/BRIEFING FOR THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR



SUBJECT


Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s (Tribe) application for commercial oyster cultivation within the boundary of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge).  

BACKGROUND

In 2015, the Tribe informed the Refuge of their intent to reestablish commercial shellfish cultivation on 50 acres within the boundary of the Refuge. Commercial shellfish cultivation has not occurred within the Refuge since 2005. Tidelands are not owned by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) but are incorporated into the Refuge by a Use Easement Deed from WA Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Authority for permit/lease approval of aquaculture activities resides with the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Clallam County (County), DNR and WA Department of Ecology (WADOE). It is the Solicitor’s opinion that the Service can assert reasonable limitations on aquaculture leases-including limitations that may make aquaculture unprofitable or impractical-so long as those limitations are tied to refuge purposes. 	Comment by BrownScott, Jennifer: CS-Is this true?  Under what legal authority or how.  Is it the Use Deed agreement that spells it out?)

Your visual needs to be the map where this is being proposed and the ownership etc


The Tribes application for commercial aquaculture permit is currently being reviewed by the County, Corps and WADOE. The Refuge provided comment to the County for this project on April 4, 2018. Refuge comments to Corps/WADOE on this proposal are due by March 4, 2019.  

DISCUSSION

· With up to 4,000 shorebirds and 18,300 waterfowl (including 2,700 brant) and 4,000 shorebirds and per day in and adjacent to the requested lease, these tidelands are the highest use area of the Refuge. They provide habitat to at least 38%over 40% of the birds using the greater Dungeness Basin. To reduce disturbance to this important migration and wintering area, these tidelands are closed to all public access October 1 – May 14. Commercial shellfish activities will require year-round access, including night access and artificial lighting during the migration and wintering periods. 	Comment by BrownScott, Jennifer: CS - Your visual should be a graphic display of bird use.
You will also discuss the multi person crews accessing by boat, 90 days a year etc)
	Comment by Thomas, Sue: I would put disturbance impacts here, but if I did, it will increase page #s.  A bullet point would clarify this issue, but I wonder if we could just talk about it with her?  I’ll list a bullet for you to consider either way…

· Allowing this level of disturbance during the most energetically demanding phases of the life cycle of key species group would result in reduced abundance due to mortality, temporary or permanent displacement.

· Since 2005 eelgrass has become reestablished within portions of the lease area, providing important habitat for brant, dabbling ducks, Pacific herring and Threatened salmonid species. Aquaculture activities will preclude continuing improvement of eelgrass beds. 	Comment by BrownScott, Jennifer: CS-get a picture of oyster operation that shows the oysters and adjacent with no oysters – eelgrass)

· Aquaculture will impact the substrate and benthic communities within and adjacent to the lease area. Changes to benthic species diversity and forage fish spawning habitat would impact federally listed salmonids and other federal trust species (e.g., seabirds).	Comment by Thomas, Sue: This one looks suitably nebulous and if I add anything, it will take up space…  I’d leave it as isl	Comment by BrownScott, Jennifer: CS-Your visual will be a picture of the bottom bag cultivation that you showed me that looks horrible)

· Allowing a commercial aquaculture farm within the boundaries of Dungeness NWR will also open the door to aquaculture in the greater Dungeness Basin. Taylor Shellfish Farms planned to lease 350 acres for a commercial geoduck farm at the mouth of the Dungeness River in 2014. They removed their application, seemingly due to public backlash over environmental concerns. Approval of a commercial farm in such a highly used portion of the Refuge would make it very difficult to limit other lease requests.    

· The Refuge is amenable to evaluating alternate sites for commercial oyster cultivation along the southern shore of Dungeness Bay that provide easier access and limit disturbance to important migratory bird resources.   	Comment by Thomas, Sue: ‘would like to suggest’ instead?


