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Attachments: wdfw-aquaculture-impacts-chapman_2000-2002.pdf

ATT00001.txt

I found this WDFW-Pacific Coast Shellfish Industry dialogue on shellfish in an email file.

Page 4, 14.  “…protection of the marine ecosystems is the ultimate objective,”

Read to the bottom for communications with Bill Dewey.

Whatever volunteer oversight regs that were approved, they were insufficient according to Judge Lasnik’s NWP48
2019 decision.

mailto:darlenes@olympus.net



July 2, 2002 


Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association 
Attention: Robin Downey, Executive Director 
120 State Avenue NE #142 
Olympia, Washington 98501 


SUBJECT: WDFW Comments - April, 2002 Draft Environmental Codes of Practice for 


the Pacific Coast Shellfish Industry 


Dear Ms. Downey: 


The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has reviewed the above referenced 
Draft Environmental Codes of Practice for the Pacific Coast Shellfish Industry dated April 2002 
and we offer the following comments for your consideration: 


1. Public Relations
Much of the Codes of Practice is written to convince the public that the shellfish industry is a
good environmental steward and that further regulation of the industry is unnecessary. While
this may be a valuable objective for the shellfish industry, it seems out of place as the primary
focus for the Codes of Practice given the Codes' stated objective is to "provide a framework for
developing individual farm plans that implement best management practices". The Codes of
Practice and the shellfish industry would be better served by developing a framework that
provides the growers with the information they will need to develop meaningful farm plans.
The environmental stewardship of the growers can then be evaluated by their commitment to


participate in the program.


2. No Washington State Regulation of Commercial Shellfish Farm Operations
The Codes of Practice Executive Summary states "It is assumed that the growers will abide by or
exceed all legal requirements already imposed upon their operations." The Executive Summary
also states "Compliance with existing regulations is mandatory and defines the terms under
which shellfish farmers are licensed and permitted to operate." Though WDFW supports the
intent of these statements, they are misleading given that the Code of Practice fails to inform the
reader that the operations of the commercial shellfish industry in Washington State are currently
unregulated at the state level. To date, the Washington Department of Agriculture has failed to
develop or adopt rules that address the risks and impacts to marine habitats and natural resources
that can result from commercial shellfish operations. As such, assurance that the shellfish
growers will comply with existing regulations provides the public no guarantee that the marine
habitats and natural resources in Washington are or will be protected.
3. Shellfish Industry Self Regulation
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