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Dungeness Bay Aquaculture Permits in Hand

The Tribe has its local, state and federal permits in hand and is working to finalize the lease to re-start
aquaculture farming in Dungeness Bay.

" You may recall that in the 1990s the Tribe purchased The Qyster House at Cline Spit, and took over a
shellfishing lease that had been active since 1953. In the mid-1990s an upward trend of fecal coliform was
detected in routine water sampling. From 1997 to 2005, the elevated fecal coliform created a number of
downgrades in the commercial growing area — particularly in the Inner Bay, where the Tribe's aquatic lease
for shellfish farming is located. The Tribe led a local effort to understand the contamination sources, some of
which included failing septic systems near tributaries to the Bay, or along the Bay’s shoreline.

The Conservation District did a fantastic job in tightlining irrigation districts. The tightline pipes are capped so
that irrigation tailwaters to the Bay were drastically reduced. The Conservation District also worked on
manure management; alternative livestock watering and pasture management best practices to reduce
bacterial contamination from nearby commercial and hobby farms. Clallam County Environmental Health
Department embarked on a large scale effort to evaluate nearby septic systems; and to educate homeowners
and financially help them repair or replace septic systems. Jamestown Tribe helped secure funding for our
clean water partner’s work, and continued the monitoring to understand where hotspots were, and what was
working. By 2011, the State began upgrading growing areas within the Bay. In 2015, the entire inner Bay had
at least conditional approval for commercial harvest.

That is when the Tribe began exploring permit requirements to restart shellfish operations.

“When we first began in the 90s, we didn’t need a permit,” said Shellfish Manager Liz Tobin. “The lease with
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was in holdover status for shellfish harvesting. But when we
began discussions in 2015, the permit requirements had changed.”

When the Tribe submitted its Joint Application, it was discovered that the DNR could not extend a lease until
the Tribe obtained local Shoreline Use permits, a Washington State Ecology Coastal Zone Consistency and
Section 401 Water Quality Certification permits, and a federal permit issued by the US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE).

What Tribal staff thought would be required by USACE was a “Nationwide Permit 48" (NWP 48) that would
allow the Tribe to use established blanket parameters for shellfish aquaculture in its application. But in 2018,
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“Although we got caught in USACE regulatory processes, the Tribe agreed to these stringent requirements
before the NWP48 was deemed unlawful. At first, it seemed as if we were being held to a higher standard, but
it soon became clear that everyone would have to meet that standard,” said Tobin.

After three changes of command at USACE, each requiring the Tribe to re-acquaint the new commander with
the long history of Tribal culture, shellfishing, previous leases and permits, and the current requirements, on
July 27, 2021, the Tribe obtained its signed permit. We had received our State Department of Ecology Water
Quality Certification on February 18, 2021, and our approved Clallam County Shoreline Use permits in March
of 2020. With all the local and state permits in hand, the Tribe was able to sign a new lease with the
Department of Natural Resources the first week of August, to restart the farm that had been a Tribal business
under the late Tribal Elder Lyle Prince, and former staff members Lou and Lyn Muench.

“The Tribe agreed to a lot of mitigation and monitoring, in order to show that our small farm (34 acres) would
not adversely impact aquatic plants or animals. This was of major concern to local environmentalists and the
staff at the Dungeness Wildlife Refuge (run by the US Fish and Wildlife Service),” said Tobin.

It is always the Tribe’s intention to be stewards of the land and sea, and our practices are designed to have
minimal impact. Although monitoring is costly and time consuming, it not only gives the public data to set their
minds at ease, it provides the Tribe with a feedback loop through which we can improve our methods.

The next steps, under the direction of our new Jamestown Seafood CEO Jim Parsons, will be to place fewer
than 5 acres of oyster bag gear, and to begin monitoring oyster growth and testing the waters. At this time, the
Tribe has permits for 5-acres of on-bottom bags, and 29 acres of beach grow-out at the site. Work will
probably begin in October, when activities at the site have the least impact on migratory birds .

For the past 7 years, many staff members have worked on this project. Most recently, Shellfish Program
Manager Liz Tobin, former Shellfish Program Manager Kelly Toy, and Natural Resources Director Hansi Hals
have devoted themselves to achieving this goal. Going forward, Environmental Planning Biologist Sissi Bruch
will manage the ongoing testing and monitoring program.

This addition to the Tribe’s aquaculture ventures is the result of Kurt Grinnell’s vision to connect with the
Tribe’s tradition of seafood, with more certainty of harvest size and timing made possible by farming. As we
reach this final milestone for the Dungeness Bay farm, we celebrate Kurt's legacy and his many contributions
to the Tribe’s treaty resource management as it extends into the 21st century.
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