
From: BrownScott, Jennifer
To: Thomas, Sue; Sollmann, Lorenz
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] USFWS Dungeness Refuge
Date: Monday, October 28, 2019 9:06:50 AM
Attachments: ATT00001.htm

October 25 USFWS Refuge Letter.docx
Importance: High

FYI.
__________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Refuge Manager
Washington Maritime NWRC
715 Holgerson Rd
Sequim, WA 98382
office: (360) 457-8451 ext.22
fax:    (360) 457-9778

~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~~
~~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~ 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Thorson, Robyn <robyn_thorson@fws.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 25, 2019 at 1:53 PM
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] USFWS Dungeness Refuge
To: Kevin Foerster <kevin_foerster@fws.gov>, Kim Trust <kim_trust@fws.gov>, Charlie
Stenvall <charlie_stenvall@fws.gov>, jennifer_brownscott <jennifer_brownscott@fws.gov>
Cc: Mary Abrams <mary_abrams@fws.gov>

To Refuges for appropriate action (fill us in as you deem appropriate).   Thank you.
RT

Robyn Thorson
Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Interior Region 9: Idaho, Oregon, Washington, Western Montana
Interior Region 12:  Hawaii & Pacific Islands
911 NE 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97232
503 231 6119

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Steve Koehler <steve@stevekoehler.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 25, 2019 at 1:51 PM
Subject: [EXTERNAL] USFWS Dungeness Refuge
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Steve Koehler
President
Protect the Peninsula's Future
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Protect the Peninsula’s Future
P.O. Box 1677
Sequim, WA 98382





October 25, 2019

Robyn Thorson

Regional Director

USFWS

911 NE 11th AVE

Portland OR  97232-4181



RE:  USFWS Dungeness Refuge



Robyn:



Protect the Peninsula’s Future is writing to express its deep displeasure over the August 6, 2019 communication to the USACE withdrawing the USFWS’s early comments, and essentially placing a gag order on USFWS’s efforts to protect the Dungeness Refuge from an industrial shellfish farm. This site is under USFWS jurisdiction for public trust purposes. For the many citizens that have worked to protect this site over the years, this action has tossed those years of work to the wind. We are deeply disappointed. Instead of protecting the Refuge by instituting the Precautionary Prinicple, the recommendation for the operation to proceed with monitoring is a green light to damage the Refuge



The fact that we do not have available site-specific research on aquaculture impacts to bird species at this site does not indicate there will be no damage. You could have instead asked the Tribe to justify, with hard data, that there has been no impacts by the shellfish industry at other sites. USFWS only need to look to USFWS Pacific Coast refuges in Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor where the information exists. This is well layed out in the 2018 book, Toxic Pearl.



Migrating birds need to be free of pesticides, plastics, human traffic, loss of eel grass, and diminished feeding and resting areas; all necessary to continue their migratory flight. It boogles the mind that USFWS participates in this decimation at other refuge sites, and will add the Dungeness Refuge to that list.



The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe does not need this site to grow shellfish.  It is industrializing other Clallam and Jefferson County sites.



We include, herein, the recent federal court decision denying the shellfish industry and the USACE their attempts to ignore the damages of this industry. The USACE admitted to potential impacts. 



See:  United States District Court Western District of Wshington at Seattle, Case No.  C16-0950RSL

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A4c98d5a3-d4f4-4e68-9aa2-9d595dbfb6f0



By USFWS’s action, it is ceding its responsibilities to the local district USACE, Ecology and Clallam County to protect the Refuge, shirking its responsibility and disserving the public’s trust.  If, as USFWS says in the final paragraph, USFWS is committed to assisting with finding the least resource-disturbing approach to this potential use, then rescind the August letter and disapprove of that use.



Protect the Peninsula’s Future is a federally recognized nonprofit that formed nearly a half-century-ago to protect the natural resources on the North Olympic Peninsula.



Signed,

Steve Koehler, Protect the Peninsula’s Future President



Cc:  	Pam Sanguinetti

	USACE   Seattle WA



USFWS Office in D.C



______________________________________________________________________



[bookmark: _GoBack]FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—October 15, 2019



CONTACT: Laura Hendricks  (253) 509-4987

                   Maradel Gale (206) 842-5133



The Coalition To Protect Puget Sound Habitat (Coalition) and Center For Food Safety welcomes the following attached Federal decision: "The Corps’ issuance of a nationwide permit, at least with respect to activities in the waters of the State of Washington, was arbitrary and capricious and not in accordance with NEPA or the CWA. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 706(2), the Court holds unlawful and sets aside NWP 48 insofar as it authorizes activities in Washington."



For over two decades, citizens have been ignored by Washington State Agencies and most Counties as shellfish aquaculture lobbying paved the way for the unlimited proliferation of this industrial conversion of our shorelines. Judge Lasnik stated "The Court finds that the Corps has failed to adequately consider the impacts of commercial shellfish aquaculture activities authorized by NWP 48, that its conclusory findings of minimal individual and cumulative impacts are not supported by substantial evidence in the record, and that its EA does not satisfy the requirements of NEPA and the governing regulations."



While citizens have been pointing out the limited scientific findings that the Corps and the shellfish industry have used to gain permitting, the Judge noted: "There is no discussion of the impacts on other types of aquatic vegetation, on the benthic community, on fish, on birds, on water quality/chemistry/structures, or on substrate characteristics. There is no discussion of the subtidal zone. There is no discussion regarding the impacts of plastic use in shellfish aquaculture and only a passing reference to a possible side effect of pesticide use."



As the decision reinforces:"In this case, the Corps acknowledged that reissuance of NWP 48 would have foreseeable environmental impacts on the biotic and abiotic components of coastal waters, the intertidal and subtidal habitats of fish, eelgass, and birds, the marine substrate, the balance between native and non-native species, pollution, and water quality, chemistry, and structure, but failed to describe, much less quantify, these consequences."



Laura Hendricks, the Director of the Coalition "hopes that Judge Lasnik will choose a remedy  for the Corps permitting that will finally focus on the unlimited aquaculture expansion adverse impacts that threatens the very existence of our marine life and Washington State iconic species that we all treasure.”



Since 1973, a non-profit corporation dedicated to the wise landuse of the North Olympic Peninsula www.protectpeninsulasfuture.org
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To: <robyn_thorson@fws.gov>
Cc: <pamela.sanguinetti@usace.army.mil>, s Koehler <steve@stevekoehler.com>

Protect the Peninsula’s Future’s comments on the proposed Dungeness Wildlife
Refuge shellfish farm are attached:
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