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Hi Emily,
I want to follow up on Robyn Thorson’s direction to work with you on documenting
Jamestown Tribe’s compliance with the Endangered Species Act for our renewed commercial
oyster farm operation in Dungeness Bay. The Tribe’s shellfish operation in Dungeness Bay
meets the terms and conditions of all applicable conservation measures of the Programmatic
Biological Opinions for Shellfish Activities in WA State Inland Marine Waters (USFWS
Reference number 01EWFW00-2016-F0121, and NMFS Reference number WCR-2014-1502),
with the exception of conservation measure #22. While most of the conservation measures
can be satisfied within our jurisdiction as leaseholder and farm operator, conservation
measure #22 requires beaches in the vicinity to be patrolled. Because the DNWR
Comprehensive Conservation Plan closes the vicinity beaches to most activity from October 1-
May 15, the USACE has deemed it necessary for us to get explicit permission from USFWS to
assure that we can fulfill (or adapt) conservation measure #22, which states:
At least once every three months, beaches in the project vicinity will be patrolled by crews who
will retrieve debris that escape from the project area. Within the project vicinity, locations will
be identified where debris tends to accumulate due to wave, current, or wind action, and after
weather events these locations shall be patrolled by crews who will remove and dispose of
shellfish related debris appropriately. A record shall be maintained with the following
information and the record will be made available upon request to the Corps, NMFS and
USFWS: date of patrol, location of areas patrolled, description of the type and amount of
retrieved debris, other pertinent information.
From Robyn’s email, it sounds like USFWS would like an adaption of conservation measure
#22. Jamestown provided a proposal in our letter to her (attached). Please let me know what
else you may need from me. Thank you, Hansi
Hansi Hals
Natural Resources Director
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
1033 Old Blyn Hwy
Sequim WA 98382
(360) 681-4601
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July 30, 2020 
 
Director Robyn Thorson 
Region 1, Pacific 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
911 NE 11th Ave. 
Portland, OR  97232 


Re:  Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s Dungeness Bay Oyster Farm 
 
Dear Ms. Thorson: 


It’s been just over a year since you traveled to Jamestown Tribe to learn more about our 
proposal to resume commercial shellfish operations in Dungeness Bay.  We are grateful 
for your engagement, and acknowledgement of our summary of scientific literature 
describing bird/aquaculture interactions.  Your letter of August 6, 2019 enabled us to 
move forward with local permits, which are now secured and approved by WA State.  
We are much farther along in the federal 404(b)(1) permit process.  
 
We have one final matter to resolve. Renewing the Tribe’s shellfish operation in 
Dungeness Bay could be covered by a Programmatic ESA consultation, provided we 
meet the terms and conditions of all applicable conservation measures of the 
Programmatic Biological Opinions for Shellfish Activities in WA State Inland Marine 
Waters (USFWS Reference number 01EWFW00-2016-F0121, and NMFS Reference 
number WCR-2014-1502).  While most of the conservation measures can be satisfied 
within our jurisdiction as leaseholder and farm operator, conservation measure #22 
requires beaches in the vicinity to be patrolled.  Because the DNWR Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan closes the vicinity beaches to most activity from October 1- May 15, 
the USACE has deemed it necessary for us to get explicit permission from USFWS to 
assure that we can fulfill conservation measure #22, which states: 


At least once every three months, beaches in the project vicinity will be 
patrolled by crews who will retrieve debris that escape from the project 
area.  Within the project vicinity, locations will be identified where debris tends 
to accumulate due to wave, current, or wind action, and after weather events 
these locations shall be patrolled by crews who will remove and dispose of 
shellfish related debris appropriately.  A record shall be maintained with the 
following information and the record will be made available upon request to 
the Corps, NMFS and USFWS: date of patrol, location of areas patrolled, 
description of the type and amount of retrieved debris, other pertinent 
information. 


 
If you would like Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe (JST) to coordinate with DNWR staff to 
satisfy this measure, we propose the following gear monitoring and retrieval plan that 
would minimize disruption to Refuge habitat and Wildlife while still meeting the terms 
and conditions of conservation measure #22.  
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Our proposed debris retrieval plan is outlined as follows: 


1. Inventory all gear that is placed on the leased parcel. The location and number of 
bags will be documented during farm set up activities which will be focused 
between May 15 and June 30.   


2. On a monthly basis, the farm crew (3-6 workers) will identify if there is any lost 
gear during routine bag maintenance. Lost gear is expected to be minimal with 
on-bottom bag cultivation due to its low vertical relief, no use of floats and secure 
attachment.  While unlikely, any on-bottom bag loss will be obvious. 


a. If there is no lost gear: a record will be made of inspection date and 
shared with the Refuge;  


b. If there is lost gear: the farm manager will communicate with Refuge staff 
to report gear loss and schedule a patrol.  Based on the time of year and 
assessment of stop-over periods of shorebirds and waterfowl, the Refuge 
may direct the Tribe to perform a visual survey for the lost gear from boat 
(maintaining slow, no-wake speeds).  If the gear is located within closed 
area of the Refuge, the Tribe will coordinate with DNWR before 
scheduling a foot patrol to retrieve the gear.  The Tribe will perform gear 
retrieval as directed by DNWR. 


3. Retrieved gear will be the responsibility of the Tribe to dispose of at an 
appropriate facility; or to mend for reuse.  


4. A record shall be maintained of: 
a. Gear inventory onsite;   
b. Onsite gear inspections, date and verification that all gear remains onsite 


or identification of type and amount of gear missing;  
c. Dates of visual surveys and foot patrols – with locations of escaped gear;  


types and amount of retrieved debris and disposal method.  
d. The record will be shared at least annually with DNWR and available to 


National Marine Fisheries Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service 


(agencies which require the marine debris patrol). 


 
Our Tribe is hopeful that USFWS will clearly communicate, through written agreement, 
for the Tribe to independently, or cooperatively, achieve conservation measure #22.  
Because our permit and ESA consultation process relies on your communication, I hope 
that you can respond within two weeks.  We look forward to hearing from you.  And, 
thank you again for your engagement and encouragement on our efforts to return to our 
commercial shellfish operations in Dungeness Bay.  
 
Sincerely,  


 
W. Ron Allen, Chairman/CEO 
 
Cc:  Jennifer Brown-Scott, DNWR 
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