From: Trust, Kim KT

To: Foerster, Kevin; Stenvall, Charlie; BrownScott, Jennifer

Cc: Gray, Sarah

Subject: Incoming Letter to RD"s Office S"Klallam Tribal Chair re: Dungeness Bay
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2018 2:26:11 PM

Attachments: May 14 2018 Incoming Letter NWRS Dungeness Bay.pdf
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1033 Old Blyn Highway, Sequim, WA 98382 360/683-1109 FAX 360/681-4643

May 12, 2018
Director Robyn Thorson
Region 1, Pacific
US Fish and Wildlife Service
911 NE 11" Ave.
Portland, OR 97232

Re: Dungeness Bay Shellfish Needs of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

Dear Ms. Thorson:

For the last three years our Tribe has been working in good faith with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Seattle District and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. The Tribe has been attempting to re-establish its shellfish
growing and harvesting operations that were suspended in 2005 due to years of declining water
guality in Dungeness Bay. The Dungeness Bay tideland lease is covered by the settlement
agreement arising from the Shellfish litigation, and USFWS is a party to that settlement. As you
know, for several decades aquaculture activities occurred on the site of our DNR lease. At that
time, Refuge managers had no objection to the size and scale of our aquaculture operation.

Dungeness Bay is central to a wide range of territory occupied by the S’Klallam people for
thousands of years... since time immemorial. By signing the treaty at Point No Point the
S’Klallams ceded millions of acres of land to the United States. But the S’Klallams reserved all
of their rights to fishing and shellfishing. The Treaty established a long term relationship
between the S’Klallam people and the United States. As trustee, the United States has many
administrative responsibilities with regard to a long list of terms both parties agreed to in 1855.

Despite years of correspondence, the Tribe only learned about the determination for an
Individual Permit this spring. The Tribe was able to meet with the USACE on April 18", 2018
and it was only verified then that moving forward with the Individual Permit would be required
citing Clean Water Act (40 CFR 230.40) regulations disqualifying the project from the General
Permit due to project's proximity to the Refuge. This permit will require a Biological Assessment.

We would like your support and participation as a Federal trustee in finding a timely solution for
our efforts related to shellfish growing and harvesting in Dungeness Bay. We are seeking the
USFWS’s active participation and contribution to the individual permit application’s Biological
Assessment now being required of the Tribe.

I, and our Tribal team, would like to meet with you personally to discuss the issue further. If
your office would please coordinate scheduling with Ann Sargent, 360-681-4661,
asargent@jamestowntribe.org. | look forward to meeting with you.

Sincerely,

W R U

W. Ron Allen, Chairman/ CEO

Cc: Jennifer Brown, Dungeness Refuge Manager
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