
From: Diane
To: Diane
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ALERT! Please take action: Save a national wildlife refuge from being industrialized and threatening

birds and their habitat
Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 9:21:39 AM
Attachments: August 2021 PDF Dungeness Refuge DNR Alert .pdf

Untitled attachment 00004.htm

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

 
 

From: Darlene Schanfald [mailto:darlenes@olympus.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 8:39 AM
Subject: ALERT! Please take action: Save a national wildlife refuge from being industrialized and
threatening birds and their habitat
 
In 1915, the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (DNWR) was established as a recreational
area and to protect the eelgrass beds critical for salmon and other wildlife, including thousands
of migrating birds.  Now local, state, and federal governments intend to lease a large and
critical area of the Refuge to an industrial shellfish corporation.  
 
I am reaching out to friends, family, acquaintances and environmental colleagues asking you
to protect this national treasure now at great risk. This earth is in no condition that we can
sacrifice more ecosystems and effect further species going extinct; in this instant not for the
sake of enriching a corporation.  Please take a few moments: read the attachment and take and
easy action to stem this pending destruction.  We tell you how.
 
This national refuge is owned and financially maintained by U.S. residents.  It is public. 
Ensure it stays that way and that our investment isn’t supporting a corporation whose own
investment will ruin the site and the lives of the dependent wildlife.  
 
Please share this with friends and family members and colleagues and encourage they take an
action, too.
 
Thank you,
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HELP STOP THE DESTRUCTION OF NATIONAL REFUGES   
YOU OWN THEM 


 
The next national wildlife refuge to be spoiled is the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge near the 
foothills of Olympic National Park in northwest Washington State.  
 
Now: 


 
 
After: 


 
 


Please, immediately contact the Washington State Department of Natural Resources and tell them 
to NOT approve a lease for this damaging project: 
 
Hilary Franz, Commissioner 
Office of the Commissioner of Public Lands 
MS 47001 
Olympia, WA 98504-7001 
360-902-1000 
Email: cpl@dnr.wa.gov 
 
Talking points to oppose this project: 


• The proposal is for a 50-acre lease for an industrial oyster farm in the heart of the most critical area 
of the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. REFUGE means just that. The proposed location of the 


Cc: Kristin Swenddal 
Assistant Division Manager, Aquatics 
Washington Department of Natural Resources 
360 902 1124 
360 790 8847 (cell) 
Email: KRISTIN.SWENDDAL@dnr.wa.gov	
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oyster farm is in the mudflats, the area regarded as a high use foraging and breeding grounds for 
waterfowl and shorebirds. These areas are currently restricted for human access.  


• The Refuge was established in 1915 by President Woodrow Wilson to protect wildlife—not to 
conduct commercial aquaculture operations.  


• The permit allows for an initial 20,000 toxic-plastic bags for a final buildup to 80,000 bags. These 
bags are installed upon and anchored deep within the sediment. 


• Bags anchored to the ground reduce bird foraging areas, can prevent new growth of native 
eelgrass, and will disrupt natural habitat on the seabed.   


• Wildlife can get trapped under the mesh bags. 


• Wave action and other natural elements break down the plastic into small particles, adding more 
plastic to the marine eco system. Wildlife ingest the plastic debris. 


• The oysters attract oyster drills and Denman Island Disease. Oyster drills drill through the oysters’ 
hard shells and into the meat, destroying them. Denman Island Disease is an oyster pathogen. 


• Very hot temperatures at low tide kill the oysters, as experienced this year. Global warming will 
continue and will increase the death of these animals, leaving them littered throughout the Refuge. 


• Areas near the proposed site have abundant eelgrass, which provides habitat for forage fish and 
shellfish. The forage fish provide food for salmon which become food for southern resident Orca 
whales which have dwindled to 74 partly due to lack of food. 


• The level of proposed activity in this location will present a significant disturbance to wildlife. Noise 
pollution from workers, boats, and equipment may harass wildlife, causing wildlife health issues and 
potential abandonment of foraging and nesting sites.   


• This national refuge attracts visitors from around the world and is an economic boost for this rural 
area. The proposed location could negatively impact the view and experience of the 100,000 annual 
Refuge visitors with the visual pollution of up to 80,000 plastic mesh bags, and boats and workers in 
the area. Noise may also disturb Refuge visitors and neighbors living short distances from the 
Refuge. 


• Tens of thousands of acres of natural tidelands have been converted to shellfish 
production in Washington State. This applicant already has four other shellfish projects.1 
 
BACKGROUND—What is at stake 
For more than a century, the country has protected the habitat for migrating birds at the Dungeness 
National Wildlife Refuge. President Woodrow Wilson established the Dungeness National Wildlife 
Refuge on January 20, 1915, as a refuge, preserve, and bird breeding ground. The 631 acres of the 
Refuge located in the Strait of Juan de Fuca is famous for its 5½-mile Dungeness Spit, one of the 


																																																								
1	See shellfish fact sheet. 
https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/shellfish-medium-res_50153.pdf 
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longest spits in the nation and a popular recreational trail. The lush eelgrass on the Refuge creates a 
nursery for young salmon and steelhead. The Refuge is a major stopover and staging area for 
migrating birds in spring and fall. A diversity of waterfowl congregates there throughout winter.  


More than 250 species of birds, 41 species of land mammals, and eight species of marine mammals 
have been recorded in the refuge. It provides critical habitat for a number of species, some of them 
threatened or endangered. 


       


The Black Brant, a Pacific Flyway true sea goose, is one of the refuge's most important migratory 
inhabitants, as it depends on the refuge's lush eelgrass beds for its survival during its north and south 
migrations.2,3 Eelgrass is essential habitat for forage fish for larger animals, migratory birds and 
salmon. 


 


Approximately 1,500 Brant spend the winter in the Dungeness area.  During March migrations the 
number of Brant increases to a peak of up to 8,000 birds in late April. In late summer and early fall, 


																																																								


2 Brants breed primarily in Alaska, the low Arctic of western Canada, and northeastern Russia (Palmer 1976, 
Banikov et al. 1983).   


3 The goose is a resource shared among the people of the United States, Canada, Mexico, Russia, and Japan. 
As such, a cooperative effort has required sound management between these nations. 
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/focal-species/BlackBrant.pdf 
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they return. Most of the Brant can be found on the tide flats to the west and east of Graveyard spit. 
They forage by grazing or swimming into shallow water. 


Now governments—federal, state and local—have thrown out the protections. Instead they have 
offered the breeding and foraging area to a corporation for an industrialized shellfish farm. 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
This agency is mandated to protect national refuges. Instead, it allows farming, pesticide spraying 
and other destructive activities on sites around the country. In WA State alone, they have allowed 
industrial shellfish operations on the Pacific Coast to destroy the native eelgrass, spray the areas with 
herbicides and kill native ghost shrimp. Birds on their migratory route spend less time there and get 
less sustenance, weakening them for further travel.  
 
“Farming” shellfish is a toxic business.   
Farmed shellfish are raised in toxic-coated-plastic bags that break up into small bits and remain in the 
sediments. Animals, including wild birds, can ingest the plastics. Birds and other animals have been 
found dead after being caught under these bags. Wild birds that stop at these refuges with shellfish 
operations have no reason to spend much time there. Their sustenance is minimized. They continue 
on their migration weaker. Now the USFWS is letting one of the nations revered and pristine refuges, 
the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge in the shadow of Olympic National Park, be destroyed. 
 
Washington State legalized shell fishing along its coastlines in the late 1800s when the State was 
established, but the founders likely never envisioned today’s industrial shellfish operations that scour 
the natural beaches and tidelands, set thousands of plastic bags eliminating healthy rest and foraging 
stopovers for migrating, as well as resident, birds.4  
 
Much of the money for operators of these businesses comes from overseas. They raise the animals 
here, pollute U.S. natural resources, and sell the industrially raised animals abroad for high dollar 
amounts. We the public are left financially responsible for destroyed marine ecosystems. 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
The USACE ensures these industrial shellfish operators are permitted. Regardless of federal courts 
ruling against their permits, the agency finds ways to continue business as usual.5 
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) 
This state agency, responsible for the quality of the state’s marine waters, acts in concert with the 
USACE, handing out Coastal Zone Management permits. It is a heavy promoter of destructive 
marine-farmed animals—caged finfish6 and netted shellfish, with no regard for the cruelty to the 
animals, the range of viruses and other diseases to which they are subjected and pass to wild marine 
animals, the poor diets, and the polluted beaches and sediments. 
 
The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 


																																																								


4 Toxic Pearl: Pacific Northwest Shellfish Companies' Addiction to Pesticides?  M. Perle.  Orca Books. 2018 


5 https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/2021-02-11-ecf-71-1--memorandum_71986.pdf 
	
6	Not on My Watch by Alexandra Morton: The history of Canada’s dwindling wild salmon diseased by net pen 
operations. www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/623054/not-on-my-watch-by-alexandra-morton/ 
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DNR is the final permit stop. Once the above-mentioned agencies give their permits, DNR approves 
use of their bottom lands. The permits sell for a miniscule amount of dollars and do not cover the cost 
of damage. 
 
The Public—the Commons 
Public lands are owned and financed by the citizens of the United States. This includes the salaries 
and perks of the agency personnel. Yet the agencies work closely with applicants and permit their 
destructive operations, as well as allow the corporations to conduct their own oversight and testing. 
We, the taxpayers, finance owner losses and cleanup costs.   
 


WE MUST STOP THIS! 
 
 
Protect the Peninsula’s Future 
P.O. Box 421 
Sequim, WA 98382 
https://www.protectpeninsulasfuture.org/ 








Darlene Schanfald
Board Member
Protect the Peninsula’s Future
darlenes@olympus.net

















