
From: BrownScott, Jennifer
To: Hansi Hals
Cc: Elizabeth Tobin
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: JST Gear Retrieval and Monitoring Plans
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 8:41:02 AM

Hansi,
As requested, please find (below) our response attached to the original email chain that Liz sent.  You were unable to reach my
cell because two of the numbers are transposed.  The correct number is (360) 460-5407.

Hope you have a wonderful week.

-jennifer

_______________________________________________________

Liz,
Hope our below responses (in blue) to your request (in white) are helpful.
 

JST request: USFWS DNWR has no objection to the gear surveillance and retrieval plan submitted and approved as part of
the Sect 7 consultation; and that USFWS DNWR intends to conduct a compatibility assessment and determination for any
off-lease activity related to the gear plan after the USACE 404 permit is signed.  This compatibility determination would
appropriately limit and permit (via special permit authorization) off-lease gear retrieval. This is the same plan that we
coordinated and provided a copy to you with submittal to Ryan McReynolds for in August of last year (see below) –
attached again here for your convenience.
FWS Response: ​The gear plan you provided appears to provide a good basis for a compatible approach, ensuring
disturbance caused by gear retrieval does not outweigh impacts from the accumulation of gear within the Refuge. We will
complete a Compatibility Determination process for gear retreival, including public comment, after a permit is issued.  

JST  Request: USFWS DNWR has no objection to Jamestown Tribe conducting on-lease wildlife monitoring in tandem with
already scheduled and permitted shellfish farm operations.
FWS Response: It is not within our authority to permit or deny aquaculture use within the lease area. Therefore, it is not our
place to decide if monitoring actions taken within the lease boundary (related to the proposed aquaculture farm) meet
USACE permit conditions. We do remain concerned that activities within the lease will impact wildlife using adjacent refuge
lands and waters. We do not believe that conducting on-lease only monitoring will provide the information necessary to
understand wildlife and habitat impacts and inform adaptive management of farm activities to reduce impacts.    

 

Hope your week is going well.

-jennifer

__________________________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Project Leader
Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex
715 Holgerson Road
Sequim, WA 98382
(360) 457-8451
 
~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From: Elizabeth Tobin <etobin@jamestowntribe.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 10:45 AM
To: BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: JST Gear Retrieval and Monitoring Plans
 
 



 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or
responding.  

Hi Jennifer,
 
Thank you for continued engagement with the Jamestown Tribe as we proceed with permitting and associated conditions for renewing
the Tribe’s oyster farm activity on our DNR leased tidelands within Dungeness Bay.  It was helpful to understand the USFWS
Compatibility Determination process that would be initiated for any off-lease activities after the permit is signed.  The USACE confirmed
that process, however for their administrative record they would like to assure that:
 

1. USFWS DNWR has no objection to the gear surveillance and retrieval plan submitted and approved as part of the Sect 7
consultation; and that USFWS DNWR intends to conduct a compatibility assessment and determination for any off-lease activity
related to the gear plan after the USACE 404 permit is signed.  This compatibility determination would appropriately limit and
permit (via special permit authorization) off-lease gear retrieval. This is the same plan that we coordinated and provided a copy
to you with submittal to Ryan McReynolds for in August of last year (see below) – attached again here for your convenience.

 
2. USFWS DNWR has no objection to Jamestown Tribe conducting on-lease wildlife monitoring in tandem with already scheduled

and permitted shellfish farm operations. 
 
As far as the particulars of the wildlife/bird monitoring plan, we received the combined USFWS comments.  Thank you for your effort to
collate and combine the group’s thoughts.  We are reworking the monitoring plan with those comments in mind.  Based on those
comments, we propose that the bird monitoring is conducted on-lease exclusively with no associated off-lease monitoring to be
included in the Tribe’s monitoring plan.  However, as previously expressed during our conversations, the Tribe welcomes any off-lease
companion monitoring by USFWS.
 
Thank you,
Liz
 
Elizabeth Tobin
Shellfish Program Manager
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
office: 360-681-4656
cell: 360-912-2961
email:etobin@jamestowntribe.org
 
 
 

From: McReynolds, Ryan <ryan_mcreynolds@fws.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 3:50 PM
To: Teachout, Emily <emily_teachout@fws.gov>; BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>; Elizabeth Tobin
<etobin@jamestowntribe.org>
Cc: Hansi Hals <hhals@jamestowntribe.org>; McReynolds, Ryan <ryan_mcreynolds@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] JST Proposal Gear Retrieval Plan
 
 
Hi Everyone,
 
Thank you for working collaboratively to improve on and refine the gear surveillance and retrieval plan.
 
Thank you for documenting the plan too, in a way/form that we can ultimately share and discuss with the Corps of Engineers
Project/Permit Manager.  [I am aware we received a second version, with minor correction, on 8/28. - RM -]
 
I did just now speak with the Corps PM (Pam S.).  We agreed to hold a brief conference call soon (Emily and I, Pam and the
Corps' ESA Lead and/or Section Chief), to discuss ESA consultation for the proposed action.  We will try to accomplish that in
the next week, week-and-a-half, and then hopefully have an agreed path forward and schedule for completing the ESA
consultation.
 
We will keep you informed of our progress.
 



Thank You, Regards, Stay Well,
 
- Ryan -
 
Ryan McReynolds
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lacey  WA
Consultation & Conservation Planning Division
ryan_mcreynolds@fws.gov
360.753.6047
 
Working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance
fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing
benefit of the American people.
 
 

 
From: Elizabeth Tobin <etobin@jamestowntribe.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 1:48 PM
To: Teachout, Emily <emily_teachout@fws.gov>
Cc: McReynolds, Ryan <ryan_mcreynolds@fws.gov>; BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>; Hansi Hals
<hhals@jamestowntribe.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] JST Proposal Gear Retrieval Plan
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Emily and Ryan,
 
Attached is the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s plan for meeting conservation measure #22, specific to gear surveillance and retrieval for
the Dungeness Bay Oyster Farm.
 
All other applicable conservation measures of the Programmatic Biological Opinions for Shellfish Activities in WA State Inland Marine
Waters (USFWS Reference number 01EWFW00-2016-F0121, and NMFS Reference number WCR-2014-1502) shall be met as explicitly
presented in the Programmatic.  We have incorporated the specific recommendations provided by Jennifer so that it can be assured this
plan is compatible with DNWR management and can obtain a special use permit for gear retrieval if needed. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you require any clarification or have follow up questions
 
Thank you,
Liz
 
--------------------------------------
Elizabeth Tobin
Shellfish Biologist
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
office: 360-681-4656
cell: 360-912-2961
email:etobin@jamestowntribe.org
 
 
 


