
From: BrownScott, Jennifer
To: Stenvall, Charlie
Subject: ACE decision Document
Date: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 5:23:52 PM
Attachments: ACE DNG AC Permit Finding_20210726-SP-MFR-Signed-NWS-2007-1213_rdcd.pdf

A local NGO FOIA'd the Corps for this document and thought we might be interested in the
contents. Here are some highlights: 
(Sorry for the poor quality of the file.  My choices were to reduce pdf quality, send you 4 emails,
or share in OneDrive)

The Corps mentions at least 8 times that FWS is responsible for evaluating compatibility
and/or working with DNR to ensure consistency with Refuge purposes.  They also state that
there will be more than minimal impacts to the Refuge from this use. This likely increases FWS
vulnerability if the decision is made to stay silent on these issues.  

In part the Corps predicated its decision on FWS coordination with DNR on lease conditions. It
may be important to let them know that we were not afforded the opportunity to provide
recommendations and that we are working on an access CD. 

This document also puts some work on our plates.  As stated on page 31, "[seal] pups
separated from their mothers would be easily observed. Dungeness Spit has full-time staff on
site, including a ranger, to assist with stranded pups." And, on page 35 they state, "potential
detrimental effects should be readily observed by the JSKT, DNR and Refuge management..."
"...and JSKT, USFWS, and DNR would be expected to adaptively manage the area and modify
or stop the activities if needed."  We are not sure how detrimental effects will be identified
given the approved monitoring plan only provides incidental observations by farm workers.  

There are quite a few incorrect assumptions made regarding our role in this process
(especially on pp 14 & 15).

-jennifer

__________________________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Project Leader
Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex
715 Holgerson Road
Sequim, WA 98382
(360) 457-8451
 
~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks
NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~
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