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Chuck -

We appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on this matter. We are unaware of BLM processes
 in this matter - specifically does the BLM typically provide opportunities to the public to
 provide input prior

to completion of an EIS (other than scoping)? If not, why would the exception be made here?
 Given the diversity of the CA's in this group, substantial public input is already being
 provided (as evidenced by the e-mail traffic). Our concern is that we have very little time to
 make a lot of progress and the presence of outside observers may negate meaningful
 discussion and participation by the CA representatives. If questions and answers are to be
 permitted, progress would also likely be limited simply due to the need to explain the history
 and thought process on many issues.

For these reasons, and the ample opportunities the public will have to provide input later, we
 would recommend that this meeting not be open to the public. Please advise if you have any
 questions or concerns.

Pat

Pat Deibert , PhD.

National Sage-grouse Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Wyoming Field Office

5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A

Cheyenne, WY 82009

307-772-2374, ext. 226
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